INTRODUCTION

this book is a copy taken with pride [rom our Grand Pops Diary
which he wrote during World War 1.




THE WAR DIARY OF RERT EATWELL BEGINNING 1917

Thursday 3,/1/1917

Paday the boys have gone on a fatigue. T bad to stay behind to
go to a court of enquiry that was held on missing men. In the
last Battle I was behind my corporal when he fell, seriously
wounded and he was dying when 1 left him. He 18 now reported
missing so I have told our hcadgquarters all I saw.

Friday 4/1/1917

Today we have been on fratigue building stables etc. Last night
Frrity came over and dropped many bombs about herce. Tast night
Fritz shelled a camp not far from here where the 4th brigade are.
He out a shell fair into the middle of a hutt that our platoon
wore occupving a few weeks ago. Last night in the YMCA hut a
lrcture with lantern slides on Charles Dickins.

Saturday 5/1/1917

Today all those who have been innoculated against typhoid [ever
morce than a year ago had to be done again today. I had to be
donc again. It did not hurt much but it is a little painful
tonight. Tonight there was a band concert in the YMCA hut.
Today our Batt. have had 200 reignforcements so we will be
getting up to full strength again.

sunday 6/1/1917

This morning two platoons of our company went away one fatiguc,
wo othor went to church parade a had a real neat scrmon. Last
nicht some of the boys in our hut had a jubilee so there was nol
much sleep untill after midnight,

Morday 7/1/1917

This morning bathes this afternoon fatigues. This evening a band
concert in the YMCA hut. This evening we had a N.Z mail but all
we Find thore is about 3 weeks mail missing. I only had 2

lottors and not one from home.

Monday B/1/1917

This morning wo got orders to pack up and go up the line, so wWo
had to leave our happy home. I have been transfercd to the
streacher bearcrs much against my wish. We left our camp by
Yrain at 3pm & had a ride about half way which was a big help.
When we ot off the train we could see that the roa? we had to go
was boing sholled but we had to go through it. Shells weore
hurating on both sides ol us & pilcces of 1ron flving about us,
ot Tuckily so v oas wo tnow Thors wore no casualitins.  The



Monday 8/1/1917

~holo Battalian had to pass this place that was being shelled of
coursce always when in the danger zone we always go along in
single file and each platoon a few chains from the other. It
snowed this morning & froze over this afternoon making the
duckwalks very slippery to walk on.

Uednesday 9171917

last night wo were a long time getting in herc. We arrived at
8.20pm & arc now in some support trench that we werc in before.
Eant night a5 owo woere changing over with the Rifle Brigade a
chell landed in the trench here killing one of our platoon,
wounded another and badly wounded a R.B. Coy so we stretcher
bearcrs wore soon on the job. Today two more of our Company werc
woundad. This trench has been very much improved since the last
time wo were hore. There is enough dugouts for all now so we arc
able to keep a little warmer than we did the last we werc here.
W four stroteher boarers have fairly good dugouts & SO long as
our boys dodge the irvon & bullets etc we will have a fairly‘good
Vi, We do not carry rifle bayonct or ammunition & do not do
any latigues or Scentry.

Thursday 10 Jan 1917

Today usual shelling Fritze keeps sending a few shells over. e
has the range of all our main pathways where our ration & fatigue
martics are continually passing along and of course causing a fcw
casualtics. Today three of our coy. were wounded. Two were
wounded whilst on fatigue & the other coy. wounded in the trench
here not far from our bivy. Alsc a Battalian Signaler was
rriousiy wounded up towards the frount line which we had to go &
arry out. Although badly wounded he was quite cheerful & happy
» think he was getting out of it. Today the aeroplanes have
hoon very active & both ours & Fritze were about in large
aumbers. Occasionally Aeroplancs were brought down by Arti
aireraft, but we scldom see a good fight in the air.

“F 0

Friday 11 Jan 1917

Taday things have been fairly quiet in our trench. Tonight we
change over from Reserve trench to the front line at 7pm. We
worn all ready to change over at dusk when Fritz seemed to have
An idea that something was on; he opened out & shelled closec to
our trench & the main tracks, so we had to wait until he had
quirtaned down a litrle. A piece of shell struck my haversack
Lul fortunately it did not penctrate it. We started off, 1t was
vory dark. What an awful time we had getting here. We were
continually falling into shell holes & walking up to our knecs in
mid & water. There was good thing Fritze kept quiet and allowed
a5 to arrive without casualtices.



Saturday 12 Jan 1917

Today things have been fairly guiet up here, but he has been
shelling the rescerve trenches, Last night I had a uncormftablce
time. My mate and I squcezed into a tiny bivy, hardly big enough
for one man to sit up in, but we squeezcd in somehow, but oh the
pains & aches we had to suffer and being so wet our feet were
lik> a block of ice. 'Today we have been trying te enlargen our
happy home, but we are not allowed to do much here in fear of
drawing shell [ire. S0 we streacher bearers are not having a
very strenous time. Today a mail came for us & I got 11 N.Z.
loettors, This evidently is the mail we thought had been sunk.

sunday 13 Jdan 1917

Last night a few shells came very close. Owing to the enlargement
of our home, our aches & groans were fewer last night, but it was
fearfully cold. Things have been fairly guiet here in the frount
lina today but there is secldom five miniutes passes without

shells lying overhead. The trenches here are very high so

during the day we have to kecep down as much as possible for
snipers are always on the look out. This afterncon Fritze planes
ar> [lying very low about here & our boys werce giving them a hot
time with rifle & machine gun firc also the trench .
Batteries were putting in a fow shots.

Fonday 14 Jan 1917

Today things ware fairly quiet. There has been no casualties in
our company, so we streatcher bearers had an casy time. It
sncwed last night and has frozen over today so has not been so
muddy. This evening the Rifle brigade relieved us. With the
rxcopbion of gotting lost once, we had a fairly good trip out.
e duckwalks weore very slippery so there was the usual slipping
& sliding. When we got lost we got into a trench and were knee
doenn in mud, so we landed out of there very wet & muddy. We
walkoed out to this camp and recached here about 10pm wet and tired
and were glad to get into a good dry hut and have a sleep. This
is a now camp about 5 miles from the frount line so we are well
in roach of Fritzes heavy guns. The town of ypres is guite close
which he shells often.

Tacsday 15 Jan 1917

This morning much to our disgust & surprise they had us out at
Sam &k wo were sont up the line on fatigue. We had to go within
half a mile of the frount line, it rained heavily & blew a gale
A3l day.  Wo reached here after dark wet through & tirved out. It
scems rodiculous sending us so far for the little work we do, for
by +he time we reach there we are tired out & only have time to
do an hours work. If we could only stay up there for two days wo
could do as much work as we do in a week this way. We streacher
bearers have to go with the fatigue parties but do not have to
worx., The streacher was woet through today and very hcavy to
carry.  Fritzo was vorv guict today so there was no casunlfincs.



Wednesday 16 Jan 1917

This morning reville at Sam and the Coy. were sent up the line on
fatigue leaving here at 6am. More than half the coy were on sick
marade this morning, but many of them were given medicine and
sent up the line. I was lucky and landed Excused duty. It
rained and snowed hard all day so the boys arrived home wet
through.

Thurgday 17 Jan 1917

The usual stunt again and usual large sick parade, but most of
them wers sent up the line. I started out but was so pad that
our officer sent me back, Last night Fritze was dropping bombs

but did not drop any near this camp. This evening we have had a
N.7. mail T scorced 17 letbers,

The following pages were missing untill...
Wednoasday 30 May 1917

This morning we had a little phyiscal drill and then werc
dismissed. We had a tight sgueceze to get into our tents last

nishit for we slept 15 in a tent. We left this afternoon with
full packs up at 12am and marched about 4 miles through the town
te iho station. The part of Le Harve which we passed through was

much better than the strects that we came through yesterday. We
nnad to walt some time on the station. When we saw our train
arrived we were rather surprised for our carriages were horse
howos & on the outside was written B horses or 40 men. They put
35 of us into a truck so by the time that we all got in with our
coar it was a job to find sitting room. We passed through }ovoly
country, cvery piece of it either under cultivation or growing
agood grass, I notice that there is very few fences. All the
horsas and cattle are teathered with fairly short ropes.

Thursday 31 May 1917

We reached our destination Bailleul at Ipm today and were very
glad to get out of the dirty cramped horse trucks for we were 22
hours in the train. We were marched about 17 miles ocut of
Eailleul where we pitched camp & was glad to get settled down
once again., Just before dark we saw our first hun Aeroplane come
over us which our Arti aircraflt guns were [iring at. When the
shwells burst in the air it makes a little puff of smoke so one
can sce plainly how close the shots were going. At dark the huns
attacked one of our ballons and after firing a fow shots at it,
brought it down. It was rather a pretty sight it went up in a
big blaze and was gone in a fow seconds. We thought the observer
was burnt to death but luckily for him he left the balloon in a
parachute before she was hit and got down safely. These ballcoon
us~d for obaervation posts give wvaluable information for they
ouyerlook the Cermans front line and so help to direct our
Artillery Divao.



Friday tst June 1917

Today we have had a phyiscal drill and baynot fighting ete etc.
The same old thing that we woerc sick of months ago. Fritze has
heon putting down a fow shells over heads and landing them in
Bailleoul. Bailleul is a big railway centre which he would like
to blow up for a good deal of ammunition is brought there and
carried to diffcrent dumps. We have trouble getting a decent

wash about here. We have toO wash in the days in swamps and is
gqeiting stagnant. put. for the water 1t is a lovely camping
place. The grass is about one foot high & everything is nice &
oloan.,

saturday 2nd June 1917

Today we have had the usual drill. This evening we had to sSpruce
ourselves up and was inspected by Ceneral Godley. Most of the
N.7Z ors wore out of the trenches now and are in rest camps not
far from here. We have me a good number of old friends who came
dewn hare in the evenings.  They 1ook a bit rough and before long
P tze sends over a shell occasionally but most of them go well
oemr our heads and burst in the rown. The tents about here are
all painted all colours a Pritze acroplanc cannot see them. If
ore of his acroplanes came Over and saw a camp he would give the
Artillery the range and chell would soon find its way there.

sunday 3 June 1917

The open alr service went off this morning. The Band played the
wamng which sounded very nice. It has becen very gquiet in camp
wis afternoon for most of the boys have gone toO the other N.Z.
camps to look for their old friends. The YMCA have erected a big
marguee. Ono cnd 15 uscd for reading & writing. The other end
ey have a canteon. Once a week we are issued two packets of
cigarrettes a packet of tobacco and a box of matches.

Monday 4 June 1917

anal drill today. 01d Fritze has been making things lively
today this morning he put one 1in a housc 200 yards from our camp,
and blow the end of the house away, & scattered bricks and bits
of shell cverywhere. Two civilans were killed & one of our boys
qot a siight hit on the wrist. Out of the 18 shells he put over
apout 10 of them were duds.

Taesday 5 June 1917

Today twenty of our platoon went on fatigue this morning. We had
o unload 8 large timber trucks at a railway station. An enemy
acroplanc came over today & dropped a bomb on a large ammunition
train. IIn just happoned tO catch the end truck soO it was about
four hours bofore the last truck load blew up. It was said that
300 tons of ammunition wenh uD. Everday Fritze planes go over
Lt always have fo Ly 8O high to keep oul of range of the antli

B i1 T X e ha ahle o gnn m1—h ur Artillovy five 1s

neavier thnn ustal tonight.



Wednesday 6 June 1917

we nad the same old drill today. This afternoon I did a little
dodging and instead of drill I sat under a hedge and wrote
lettoers. This ovening we had a heavy shower. We are shifting
camp tomorrow and going closer to the firing line, so we have all
beon busy covering our tin hats with bits of sand bag. The idea
is so that they do not show up when 1n the troenches & looks like
sana bags. We have to give in our felt hats, so the old tin bhat
i the only one we have., They feel very hravy and uncormftable
at first, but I suppose we will soon get used to them. T went
down town this evening and had a good feed of eggs for one never
knows when he may get the chance to have another.

Thursday 7 June 1917

We shifted this morning leaving our camp at about 1lam with full
packs on, We found it fearfully hot marching with our hecavy
packs & tunic on. As we were having a spell about 200 German
nrisoners passed us. We have settled down in a nice place for a
camping ground. We have not any tents to sleep in, we have made
n big bivy with a tarpolium which was issued to each section.
This morning the big advance started which has been much talked
about lately. About 3am this morning our artillery opened fire
and at the same time set their mines off and blew up the huns
tvronches. The infantry then advanced and drove the Germans back
slaughtering them and taking a grcat many prisioners. The
Artillery fire was fearful, the roar was deafening. About %am
thn fire died down a little but they have kept up a steady [ire
all day. The guns are well hidden, one cseldom sees any but for
them [iving one would never know there was any about.

Friday & June 1917

We have working on Masines road. We left this morning at lam and
wi'nt to whore the front trenches were before the advance, a
distance of about 3 miles from our camp. It was & great sensation
qoing up in front of our guns for the first time. The sound was
drafening and the Fritze was putting a few over which made it a
littir worse. We were put on road making reparing, an old road
which was badly blown about. In this part of the line the
Gormans have held it for 2 years & when they first entrenched
Lhere it must have heon a wood & now the trees have been cut ofl
& hiown about so as there is hardly a whole tree left standing.
The trenches were empty with the exception of a little black
kitten which must have becen a pet. 1t was meowing so pitifully
vt 1 left off work & went & tfound it. I intendcd taking it
back to camp with me but it bit my finger so I let him go again.
Afteor eight hours work we returnced to camp & had breakfast &
slept for the rest of the day. On the road wherc we wore
working, wounded were continually coming down, somae walking
cthrrs boing carried on stretches.



Saturday 9 June 1217

We sct out at the same time this morning & worked on the same
road. As usual the shrapnel kept bursting about us. There were
no casualties in our company, but another company had two
wounded. Amoungest the wounded that came past today was a German
(Sergt, Major). He sat down on the side of the road where we
were working and we could seec that he was badly wounded. Some of
us who were after souveoniers cut a button each off his uniform,
we then put him on o transport wagon & sont him to a dressing
station where he could have his wounds dressed. I must say [
ferl guilty overy time T look at that poor fellows button. Where
woe were working there was a distraction every where one looked
and also plenty of dead which were not buried, some of ocur boys
and some of the enemy.  Two of our boys were knocked down by a
shell today but it did not hit them, it was only concussion that
knocked them over. Fritze got two of our aeroplanes this
morning, ono came down like a cork screw. We had 8 hours work as
balore and then went back to camp tired & hungry and after
breakfast most of us were soon asleep.

Sunday 10 Junec 1917

This morning at lam we sct out as usual and all thought that we
were going on fatigue roadmaking. After going about 2 miles to
our surprise we turned about and camc back to camp. We had the
day off untill 7pm and then set off for the trenches & when
within 2 miles of the front-line, we began to get it pretty hot,
cshrapnel & shells were flying all around us luckily no one got
hit just then. We had about one mile of bush to go through and
only a narrow rough track so the process was very slow. We were
all very glad when we reached the support trenches and were told
of { into dugouts. We were inside [or about 5 minutes when we
heard a burst of shrapncl and then the call for stretcher
berarers.  The burst caught three of our signalers who werw
mending a broken wire. Two were wounded & one killed. I was one
of the ecight of our coy. to be picked out to go down the line 3
miles and carry up rations. We set of at lam and fell in line
hbohind some Tommies who were just going out and offered to show
us the way., We had not gone far when Fritze opened out shrapnel
fire on us. Two Tommia officers were wounded one getting his arm
badly broken and the other got hiz in his face. We all took
covor as bhest we could & stay therce for a few minutes. We then
sot out again, but it got so hot that we had to take cover again.
while we were lying therc one H.E (High Explosive) burst a fow
vards from where I was lying & sent a shower of dirt all over me
but luckily no one was hit. We started off again and were not
troubled very much until about 2 miles from our first mishap old
Fritze sent a dozen gas shells just over our heads, so we had to
art down into the trench, & put our gas helmets on, but as the
wind was blowing away from us the gas soon cleared away. We
reached thoe food dump safely. It is in a village where 1t is
blown to piecces, there being only one sound house left which is
boing used as a dump. It was daylight when we started ofl back
with our load of rations. We were strolling along when all of a
sudden a shell burst half a chain ahead of us. We left the road
et thinking that old Fritze could sco us & ran across an onmn



Sunday 11 June 1917

naddock, he then started bursting shrapnel around us, averytime
wen heard it comming if one was not lucky cnough to get into a
shell hole he would lay flat in the open & await the result. One
time 3 of us landed in the one shell hole. There was a mix up
rations and men all mixed together. After running under fire for
halfl a mile we reached a dugout, where we stayed for some time.
Fortunately nobody was hit, we had a marvellous escape. When we
wiore having another spell in the trenches a bullet hit the bank
close by which must have come from a sniper. We reached our
dugout safely & wore glad when we got safletly into our dugouts.
The fatigue party was shifted today two miles behind the firing
1in~ & T must say we were veory cormftable here in the dugouts,
although every now and then Pritze drops a few shell here. But
i+ would take a direct hit to shift our burrow. Tonight we left
For o the dwep at 9.30 & brought the food to our dugouts and had a
slenp until 3am when we set off again but nothing of importance
Gapponed.  We got a bit of shelling while going through

Sunday 10 Juna 1917

bush, but took cover, so was guite safe. We arrived back at our
dugouts tired & hungry. There is an old farmhouse closc by with
n supply of good water, so we are able to boil water and make

R

Monday's writing included in Sunday's.

Tuesday 12 June 1917

monight 200 of us left at 10pm for the dump. We reached there
safely and nothin exciting happened untill we were half way up to
{he {ront line, then the [un commenced. 01d fritze opened out on
tne trencheos which we wore passing through & for about 20 chain
it was perf{ect hell. Somctimes we were lying flat, somctimes
crawling along the treonch untill at last we got out of the fire &
lnekely no one was hit. Tn one place one H.E. exploded about 13
chains in [ront of us & blew the trench in. A party passed us
and one of them had been hit in the leg and was limping along.

W woere vory glad when wo reached our quarters & got rid of our
icads for they were very heavy. On the way back we had to pass
“hrought the same treonch. We were strolling along when suddenly
A honavy shrapnel fire started, we dodged it for a while until one
hirst ever cur hends. Four wore hit & five of us knocked down
cwo wers it in the shoulder, one in the wrist and the last of
All poor F Briggs (Tapawera) hit in the spine. The strcacher
brarars wore sent for & we drossed the wounded as best we could.
Briggs was carried away and the others we able to walk to the
drossing station.,

wodnesday 13 June 1917

corcial fatigoe was called for Fo cavey down killed & woundad
mens guns Lrom headruarters. We were also told that we were all



wednesday 13 June 1917

going to out of the trenches for a spell. On arriving in the
cook house four of us were told off to take tea & stew up into
the front trench. The Germans had cvacuated theirs & our boys
werce occupying it so we had a very rough trip for everything 1s
biown to . All was quict when we arrived, but we had
rot beecn there for long before fritz opened fire on us and gave
us a pretty hot fire we all four crawled into a little dugout and
staved there until things quietened down a little. We made a
holt for it across what was known as "No Mans Land" & I must
admit T have nover ran so hard in all my life. Shrapncl was
bursting all around us, but we got through safely. That line we
cam~ out of the line and arc now camped a few miles behind the
line. It is grand to get away [rom the big guns & not having to
dcdge shells & shrapnel.

Thursday 14 June 1917

Today we had a guict time. We have not any tents to sleep in, SO
most of us are making little bivys to sleep in., Three of us
managed to get some old scrim from an old farmhousc close by, so
with a little trouble we have fixed up quite a nice little place.
"he name of this place is Point Dehicppe and where we was in the
“rencnes was Ploegstecrt Wood.

Friday 15 June 1917

This mornirg we were taken for a bath & to get a change of
clothing. Wo marched for about four miles and found the bathes
had been blown up, so we marched to another bath when about a
mile from it Tour of us dropped behind and when the others were
woll out of s=ight we set ofl back and had a lovely bathe in a
cantl that was ; a mile from here. This afternoon we were given
A short locturc on things in general. Fritze sends a shell over
~very few minutes. It is great in the towns where the sollders
have taken posession & they make themselves at home. There are a
frw civilans still about but the majority have gonc.

Saturday 16 Juna 1917

Today we have had onc hours drill, we are supposc to have half an
hour in the morning & afternoon just to keep us up to the mark.
Tt is fearfully hot here now & wabtor is very scarce in these
parts but we arc lucky enough to be near a good well and pump.
There is a few familiar faces missing, we had about 20 casualties
in 12th Nelson Coy. Three killed & the rest wounded. Last night
one pPoor old lady here thought the shells were coming rather
close so she docided to shilt. She was just getting the last of
her things away when a shell came and killed her. The old
buildings arce much in use at present, The sheads are uscd for
Boot makers, Orderly room, Band practise, & [or sleeping in, &
the house is used for Officers quarters. The occupants of the
R An with thoir work & do not tak~ any notice of us.

1 .
L e



Sunday 17 Junc 1917

This morning an open air service was held, the band playing the
hymns which sounded very nice. This alterncon swimming sports
was held in the canal. The canal flows past here, it is about 13
chains wide & very deep. 01d fritze has been sending over some
snrapnel today & a good number of them landing rather close to
our camp. Bits of shrapnecl kept droping amongst us. Some bits
would weigh 1 1b & red hot. Three of us were writing 1in our
Tittte bivy & one landoed on cach side of us. We went away for
dinner & when we returned we found that one piece had dropped
inside, it donted a tin & smashod the handic of a knife. This
evening I was one of the picket to go to Peippe. The town 1s
full of soilders. They have taken possesion of it as we marched
through., There were celonials looking out of nearly every
window.

Maonday 18 June 1917

This morning we had gas & rifle drill for two hours & before
dinnor some of us went for a swim in the canal. This afternoon
wo were Lo have one hour drill, but at fall in time, a thunder
storm came over and our cosy little bivy did not prove to be
waterprool. In some ponds about here there are some lovely water
lilies out in full flower.

When we were working on the road at Masines we saw a good number

of tanks & one day saw onc working. We saw onc that was brought
ir from what was called "No Mans Land"”. The ground was very
rough. Tt had to cross trenches & shell holes. Sometimaes the

front would be up in the air & then she would roll sideways. We
quite eoxpected sce it to tip over but it kept going amashing it's
way through barbed wire entanglements & any other obstacle that
might boe in tho way.

Te~sday 19 Junc 1917

This morning instead of 2 hours drill I was put on cooks fgtique
necling potatoes & onions. It has been showery today. This
Aftornoon at 1-30pm we broke up our happy homes and started out
with full packs up & marched here to Peippe, a fair gsize town
with a fow civilans still living in it. We are all billeted in
hiouscs, 1t 1s guite home like. Qur platoon 1s occupying a large
room in the top of a two storey brick house. I have just been
looking arcund & I see we have a very nice garden with strawberry
% raspborries just getting ripe, so I guess we are in for a good

~ime. Since 1 wrote in here this evening we had orders to shift
into another house a few chains up the street, it is a better
place but we haven't got a garden here. Our platoon have four

rooms upstalrs, so we can hear them talking & the kids crying; 1t
dors sound funny.



wWoednesday 20 June 1917

This morning our Coy. was paraded for a bath. The bathes are 13
miles from here. ‘The bathes are 4'6" & hold about a dozen at
once. It was lovely to get a good hot disinfectant bath & 1f one
like he can get a completc change of underclothing. This
aftcornoon we witnecssed a very daring cnemy aeroplane raid upon
one of our obscrvation posts (Ballons). He hit one ballons & in
a4 few scconds it was all gone in smoke. Jie went straight at the
socond & [ired it and turned his machine gun at the obscervers who
left the balloon, in a parachute, but they reached the ground
safely. He dropped a bomb amongst our horses and killed three.
Ee then flew away & reached his own line unharmed. Of course all
Fhee fime during the raid our Anti Aircraft quns wero plazing away
at him, but unfortunately he hit none. This evening a shell
landnd in the street a few chains from here & killed one of our
boys & wounded two. Tonight our platoon is ordered up the line
on fatigue, so we will have to face the shells & shrapnel again

Thursday 21 Junc 1917

We have had a quict day today. This morning most of our platoon
have been sleeping. This afternoon we paraded for 2 hours & done
a little drill and got paycd. Abcut half the boys have hcen
broke for some time so they are having a great jubilee tonight.
I'm afraid there will be a good many sore heads in the morning.
nast night nothing really very exciting happened. We left here
at 7pm and marched for about 21 miles & stopped at a village.
Fritze was bursting plenty of shrapnel about but none very close
i un until about 10.30pm, he started putting them very close, SO
we all took cover in a cellar. It was a tight pack but we all
got in. The engincers that we were supposed to work with did not
turn up owing to heavy shrapnel fire which was bursting on the
road that they had come along. At 12 o'clock we started back and
arrived here safely. 1 have just spent this evening with old
Friends who have just come out of the big Masiners Battle.

“riday 22 June 1917

e 1ot hore this morning at 6am & marched 4 mile up to the
trenchns which are being prepared for the winter. We worked
anlil 12.15 & then sct off back to our town home. This afterncon
to our disappointment we were given orders to pack up for we were
shifting at 8.30 tonight. 1t was a happy noisy lot that left
town tonight. Wr have been shifted 1} miles and are now billeted
in a shed along side a farm house. I had discovercd a cherry
“yne with pleonty of cherries in a desertoed garden, so before
lraving T picked a bag full, so I am looking forward to stewed
cherries for tea tonight.

Saturday 23 Junc 1217
We set out At the same time this morning & went up the line on

fatigur. Our platoon was on carry timber, iron & wire up to
oA WA wore p17ing 1 onow communication fronch. 1T has heon



Saturday 23 Junc 1917

hard work for we had two miles of trenches to go through. My

foct gave out on the way home and had ajob to get along 0Ol1d

fritze put a few H.E. shells over today; one piece of shrapnel

hit me on the shoulder, it did not go in but stung. This afternoon,
two Hun Acroplancs came over a brought down three of our balloons.
There were 7 balloons up fairly close together & two observers in
cach. When they saw the cnemy Acroplane comming towards them,
they atl came down in parashoots. Tt was a great sight scelng
them comming down. Two landed not far {ron us, SO we had a great
vinw of them. This cvening another Aeroplane attacked one of our
Balloons but our Anti aircraft guns were too smart for him. The
third shot he was hit fair & came down like a stone.

Sunday 24 Junc 1917

This morning the boys left here at 6am as usual & went on fatigue
up the trenches. My foot was very sore & stiff so I paraded
sick. There has been fellows going sick for the least thing, soO
this morning those who were not too bad were scnt of f to our
units who were about 4 miles away. We sct out but the others had
©0o go very slow on account of me for I could hardly hobble along.
7o arrived at our dostination, sat down for an hour & then set
hack with the other boys. This afternoon volunteers was called
for, one out of each section for Machine gunners & bombers to go
to a school far awhile. I put in for bombing. We left with full
packs up at 6pm and are now in a camp betwecn Peippe and Port
Nelppe near the canal. We are camped in little huts which hold
16 men. There is not many of us & we have good officers with us
50 wo think wo arce in for a nice time.

Monday 25 June 1917

Today we have had bomb throwing & lectures on bomb & rifle
grorades.  To tell the truth we spent a good part of the day
sitting down, quite a change from what we have been doing.

Fritze has been sending some H.E {(high explosive} over & a few
nicces landed rather close to us. Our drill hours are fall in at
7.4% untill 1iam, from 1pm to 4pm. When we were working on
fatigue up the trenches we had to pass a train that was run off
theo rails. In the early days of the war a Frenchman engine
driver was taking a train load of Germans up to their front line.
When he got close, he dashed our the boarder with this trainload
i troops who werce all taken prisioner. tonight the Aeroplanes
have been about very thick so they must have something on. While
| was watching thom manccuvring round Fritze started firing at
vmem and broucht one deown. Tonight there is a bombardment going
nn, on the front line a feow miltes from here.

Tuesday 26 June 1917
Today has boen one of the quictest days for some time. Both

siden semm to have had a day off.  This evening the Aeroplanes
P bean about as usaal.  Last niaht it rained very hard and we



Tuesday 26 June 1917

found that our roof was far from being waterproof. I have been
put on gas guard last night worse luck.

Wednesday 27 June 1917

Today we have had a fairly lively time for old fritze has been
sonding over H.13 all day. We left our paraded ground at 1lam &
about 11.30am our paraded ground was shelled & bits of iron came
all around our camp. ‘The gas guard was very quiet. I only haq
cne hour to do from Sam to 6am. Tt was very interesting watching
the acroplancs this morning. They flew right along his line, he
firing at them all the time. Tonight another of our Balloons was
brought dowr. I have been put on gas guard again tonight for
having the sights of my rifle up to 300 yards instead of 200 yds.

Thursday 28 June 1917

This mornirg it rained so hard that we had to take shelter in a
shed a1l morning. This afternoon we have been practising yaiding
parties in an old trench a short distance from here. The Colonel
of our Battalian payed us a visit today & we all had to set to
and tidy up. Our Acroplanes have been making a raid con the
“ritzo. H2 has fired about 100 shots but still the fly calmly on
All the time getting a good view of Fritze front line & will be
gotting valuable information for cur Artillery.

Friday 29 Junc 1917

Today has been rather wet. Today we have had the usual lectures

&% drill. A dinnertime our sgquad was paraded to the bathes for a
]

was. The bathes arce about half a mile (rom here, so we haven 't

far to go.

Saturday 30 June 1917

Wn are now occupying the trenches which the huns have just left.
They keep gradually reotreating all the time. It is through our
\;rlory at Masines that they have to retreat here. The idea was
to drive the enemy back from Masines & surrounded the sector
whore wo are & capture the huns, but they have been too cunning.
They have seen what was coming & have retreated or are retreating
now. We are occupying their dugouts, but the doors are facing
“he wrong way for us. DBefore leaving these trenches the huns
nave not forgottcn to leave some traps for us, such as putting
boabs in a position that when we went to pick them up they would
have exnloded. Our engineers were up to thelr dodges & came in
First to upsct all their traps & so made it =safe for us. Today
we wore told that we were going into the treonches tonight. We
nad usual lectures & drill this afterncon. At 6am to our sSOrrow
wee left our happy home and marched 2 miles to where we joincd our
unit & thaen set out for the trenches a distance of four miles to



Saturday 30 June 1917

relicve the Otago boys who had been holding this part of the line
For 8 days. Wo arrived here at scttled down in dugouts at about
11.30pm. Qld Fritze put a good few H.E over our heads when wo
woere coming up the trenches, a few were very close, but we all
arrived here safely. The last mile we came it rained very
heavily & by the time we rcached here we were fairly wet. BSo we
did not put in a very cormfortable night for we only posses the
clothios Lhat we stand in.  There is plenty of mud & water in the
tranches, most of us arrived here mud up to our knces.

Sunday 1 July 1917

During the night a good number of shells landed about here but
A1d not harm anyone. One came very close to our dugout and shook
dirt all over i1t. From 3am untill 4am we had to stand to.
Standing to at daybreak is the usual thing in trenches for that
1s whaon the enemy usually attacks. At stand to, every man gets
out nf nis dugout into troenches with rifle loaded and baynots
(ixod & waits for orders. If every thing is all right when the
hour is un the order comes round to stand down & everyone returns
o thoelir dugouts. Things have been fairly quiet today in the
front & support lines, but a little way back for about an hour
the shrapnel fire was very heavy. Two of us were down there on
fatique and couldn't get back for quiet a while. We crouched
down o 1n a tronch and walted

Sunday 1 July 1917

untili the fire steadied down a little. I think what the fritze
was Tiring at wns an observation post in an old shattered
nutlding, which hig obsorver had soeon., '

Monday 2nd July 1917

“Yoday the weather had guite cleared up & it has been a lovely
sunshine day, so-we have been able to dry out our clothes. Every
now and then Pritze sends a few H.E over, some land in the
Lreaches but most of them are harmless, as long as one gets down
1n the trench when you hear them coming. I don't mcan to say .
that a fellow can hear them coming for about a minute & has
plenty of time to get down; one soon gets into the habit of
Aropped flat, wheneover he hears the first sound of shrapncel. The
high cxplosive shrapnel shell that the fritze uses a good deal
hve boon named Wise Banas by the tommies fov those are very
fast. 7This morning at stand to time, one of our machine gun boys
win wounded by shrapnel which burst in front of his dugout door.
Fortunately for them the others who were occupying the dugout
wiore outside. Another once of our comnany was wounded this
morning while out on patrol in no mans land. The streacher
boarsrs went out & carricd him into the dressing station. Tt was
Vo hours from the time he got wounded until he got to the dressing

[FRE R IR et i



Tucsday 3 July 1917

Tt has been very hot today but turns very cold at night. We
naven't a blanket, just our oilshects and overcoats. Things have
been fairly quiet in the front line today but down the communication
trench where the engineers have been working, he has been putting
a good number over. There was 7 hit, 1 killed & 6 wounded. A
fellow in the 13th Coy was shot here last night through his own
carnrlassnoss.  He was walking along a tronch when a sentry tried
to holtt him, he would not holt, so the sentry shot him. There
are very few men in the front line, what men are there are mostly
machine gunners of coursec there are a good many of us in the
supports about 100 yards from the front line. Fritze sweeps his
machine gun over our trenches every now and then so one has to
keop his head down or hie may stop one any time, Today 1 was
standing outside our dugout when suddenly two bullets hit into
the parapet. It does not pay for a fellow to be too inguisitive
in these parts.

wWodnesday 4 July 1917

Today it has been cloudy & we had a shower this morning cnough to
make the tronches sticky again. There has been a good number of
bullets flving about again but the guns have been fairly quiet.
lLast night wn had a hot time about midnight. Fritze began
putting shells & shrapnel over our trenches. The dugout I was in
was good enough to keep off bullets & stray bits of iron, but we
kncw that a direct hit would finish us. We lay there & listened
o the shells comming all around when suddenly one came & sent

tne dirt down on us. We got out and made for safer place where
w2 spent the remainder of the night. A machine gunners dugout
was partly blown in. Tuckily the fellows inside were not hit but

it shook their nerves considerably & one of them got shell shock.
nur boys who are out on No Mans Land on patroll must be having an
exciting time. One of them was guard when suddenly a hun looked
over the paraphet at him. I think they were both too surprised
to hurt one another. Tonight we shifted about a mile down the
Lronch.

Thursday 5 July 1917

Untill today July 23rd my hand has been too stiff to write. I am
row going to start & state as far as I can remember the happenings
since I was wounded.

Last night when we wore standing too Pritze started to drop a fow
rather closc to us. He was sending over a number of gas & HE
shrapnel. We werc told to get inside our dugouts, but before we
could qget in one seem to burst a few yards from me. As luck
would have it my mate & [ were the only two hit. I got a piece
through my arm and a small piece in the leg, & he got picces in
th~ olbow & hip. Theconcussion was so great that it knocked all
the scnces out of me for a while. Marfell did not bleed much but
Live blood poured out of my arm. After having our wounds dresscd
with aur field dressings we walked to the dressing station which
wins not far. “There our wounds were dressed again. The Doctor
shonaht my arm wne fractursd so he put a solint on. T ho oo



Thursday 5 July 1917

good nip of brandy & the parson made us some cocoa. S50 with the
brandy & the hopes of getting to England we left the dressing
station quite happy & walked out to the nearest ambulance car.

By that time our wounds were getting very painful. I know my arm
felt as big as my body. We had to wait some time before the car
was ready. The [irst mile we had a bumpy ride for fritze had
hann shelling the road. Once the car landed in a shell hole and
it was some time before they could get it out. Our next stop was
at a dressing station, where we had an injection against poison.
W~ wore put into a much cormfortabler car & sct off again. The
next stop was at a hospital. We had it dressed again and then
mput into a decent bed. My arm did not stop bleeding until this
last dressing, the jar of the car kept it bleeding. The next
morning at 7am Marfell went under an operation & had both pieces
of shrapnel taken out. At 8am we were put on a red Cross train
with

riday 6 July 1917

about 500 more sick & wounded. I saw Marfell carried on a
stretcher & put on the train. I spoke to him but he did not
rocognise me for he had not come around properly then. After a
long tiresome journey of 11 hours we arrived at Bolongue where we
wore put into motor cars and taken to different hospitals. Aflter
a journey of 5 miles our car stopped at the 54th London General
liospital a new hospital that had only been opened a few days.
Waiting about for some time we were eventually told off into
Gifferont wards., A sister showed me my bed & told me to wait a
few minutes for I had to have a bath before going to bed. After
waiting about half an hour she cooly said I may go to bed.

Saturday 7 July 1917

I had a x-ray put on my arm the Doctor said the arm was not
friactured, but the main piece had gone right through grazing the
bone & leaving a small piece lying on the bone. 1 was a little
disanointed on hearing this for I then knew there was not SO much
chaneoe of gotting to Fngland. 1 was to go under an operation one
morning to have the piece taken out, but the doctor decided to
icave it in. I was kept in bed for 3 days which I did not mind
at all for 1 had a chance of catching up my lost sleep. It was
grand to get away from the guns & bursting shells, it is all so
rninrt & praccful here. Until one gets away from it, he does not
realise what a hell it is up there. We were a great looking
crowd thalk night we landed on Bolongue station. Some covered in
mud, others half their clothes torn off, some bloocd from head to
ST R T hnd one armsleove cut of f, my trousers cut about a vard
in front & my clothes covered in blood. The hospital is near to
fhe sea and on a clear day we could seo England quite plainly.

Suanday 8th July 1317
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hungry for the sunnly of fond was very scanty. We were treated



Sunday 8Bth July 1917

more like crimirnals than wounded soilders. There was always two
or throee police walking about the hospital grounds. There was a
barbed wire fence arcund the hospital and we were not allowed
outside it, we were only allowed to smoke between 2pm & 5pm. I
hope 1f I get hit again I get into a Colonial hospital. There
were only about a dozen of us NZers amoungst about 1000.

Saturday 271st July 1917

Today when the doctor came around on his usual inspection he
marked my card convalescent camp. He everyone either Con camp or
Frngland.  They were cleaning out the hospital preparing lfor the
big push that is supposed to be comming off. It was disgraceful
the fellows he marked con camp, somc of them could hardly walk
from the wounds they had. My arm is nearly better as far as the
wound 1s concercncd but it 1s so stiff that I can hardly bend my
fingers & have a job to get my coat on, but still with all our
troubles most of us will be glad to get out of here.

Sunday 22nd July 1917

This morning I drew a uniform & the few things that a soldier
recds. At 2pm all who were going to Con. camp were paraded and
wore put in 24 motor buses & to no. 7 con. camp a distance of b
mites. Tt was a lovely ride after being shut up for so long. On
arriving at camp we were paraded before the doctor & he gave us a
ticket saying if we were fit for light duty. We were taken to
marsues where there were spring beds, While giving our names
when paraded before Doctor, an Australian who had been badly ‘
wounded in the hip fainted. He afterwards told me he had been 1n
hoed until yvesterday & he got up today & been sent straight away.
This is a fine place quite a home, there are lovely flower
agnrdens about & vegetable gardens everywhere which convalescent
boyvs have made.

Monday 23 July 1917

Today we have had a little phyiscal drill & sports anything to
pass away the time & get us fit, of coursc there arc very few who
can do much. There is a great mixture of sollders herc. Tonight
the New Zealanders challenged all comers for a game of football,
they won {(N.7) by 12 points to nil. We get very good food herc &
have lettuce Lo ¢at which is grown herc.

Tacadny 24 Juiy 1917

Today I have been on fatigue cleaning out the bath house, this
alfternoon I was helping sort letters in the post office. There
is all sorts of jobs about these camps as they are continually
irproving them. Making fresh roads, paths, gardens & buildings
-t They have too many men hore so this evening 200 of us have
boon told of f to go to another con. camop tomovrow, =2 Adistance of



Tucsday 24 July 1917

7 miles. It is the same old cry, a fellow no sooncr gets settled
down than he has to shilt agaln.

Wednesday 25 July 1917

Tt rained vory hard all this morning. We who were told off to go
Lo anothor camp paraded at 8am. There was a row of motor buscs
waiting for us & they werc covered in so we did not get wet. We
went, through Boulogne & altor winding about for some time arrived
at no 10 camp in Ecault. After the usual walting around we were
told off 5 in a tent. The camp is on top of a hill & is very
samdy desotabe looking place.  Just about here is the poorast
land T have seen in England or France. The surrounding country
is undulating from here we can look away out to sea. It 1s not
tho homae the other camp is, but I suppose we will have to make
the best of it. This afternoon we were inspected by the Doctor &
he ordercd me to get my arm dressed right away, so I am troubled
with a bandage again.

Thursday 26 July 1917

Today we had a little drill & another inspection by the doctor.
This evening there is a football & hockey match. A concert 1s
becing held in the red cross building. A brass band from another
camp is here and is giving us some music, so everything is
lively. They had a bugle fife & dram band but they did not come
un to good old brass band. This morning T had my name taken for
not having my hair cut short enough. I was told to parade at the
orderly room at 5.30pm. I thought I was in for trouble but the
0.C., dismissed me. The men who run this camp are mostly old and
Imporial soilders & they are strict on parade & treat a fellow
like a dog. We are not allowed in our tents between %am & 5pm,
rot allowed to smoke in tents & not allowed outside the camp.

Friday 27 July 1917

Today we have had games & two hours drill. There is some blacks
hore and they come from Jamacia. They seem to be well educated &
speek good Fnglish. I was talking to onc of them tonight & he
was very interesting. He has been telling me how they work their
Rananas, how they live & told me that a poor man can not afford a
cow to milk, milks sheep & goats. A Japanese soilder here has
made a model Japenese home and surroundings. It is pretty,
~veryvihing 1ooks so real, it must have baken him a good deal of
thinking out.

Saturday 28 July 1917

"his morning we had an hours drill & then had the rest of the day
of . This afternoon we had sports. The blacks came out in

shorts & wont in for most of the events but did not get a win but
t53-7r did not care they thought it was great fun., A NZ'er won all



Saturday 28 July 1917

the running. There 1s a good concert on tonight & by the noise
qoing on it must be much appreciated. There is a reserve along
side of this camp, it is low sandy hills with patches of bush
over it. On this reserve there is plenty of game such as
rabbits, hares & phesants etc. The rabbits seem to be very
plentiful, from the camp here we can see them playing about. Of
course the rescrve is out of bounds & game Keepers are always
roaming around on thoe lookouts.

Sunday 29 July 1917

This morning owing to a hecalthy Thunderstorm, we did not have a
service or parade. It cleared up afternoon we were marched down
ro the sea a distance of 1 mile from here where we spent the
afterncon.

Sunday 8 July 1917

wWe hiad two bands with us a whistle & bugle band so we had plenty
of music. The french women were down there as usual selling
fruit & chocolate ete. They never miss an opportunity of doing
business., 'They rob the soilder right & left but they are
actually cncouraged by the heads our Commanding Officer has built
a small margque here. Three ol these French women bring there
goods heore every day for sate.

Monday 30 July 1917

This morning we had phylscal drill as usual. This evening there
was to be an open air concert but as 1t was raining it had to be
rostponed.  The concerts are usually held in the red Ccross
building which seats 600. They sometimes start early & have the
concerts twice in the one ovening so as to give most of the men a
chance to hear it. I think there are about 1500 in the camp.

nar daily routine is neveille at bam breakfast 7.15am, parade
9.15am until 10am dinner 12 md. parade 2pm until 4pm tea 4.15pm.
Cantenn closed during parade hours.

Tuesday 31 July 1917

This morning we fell in for paradc & were then dismissed owning
to the rain. This afternoon it cleared up for awhile so we were
taken for a route march wearing our overcoats which made it hot
for walking of course most of the boys wounded in the legs are
cxcused from marching.

Wednesday 1 August 1917

Today has been the most miserable day we have had for a long
bl it has been raining hard all day so there is planty of mud
S water about. Tt pay week this week a groun 7ot paid daily 80

tne cantcen & the French women do a good trade.



Thursday 2 August 1917

Today has becn very wet agaln so there has been no parade.
Things ave getting rather dreary with so much wet for we are not
to have any sport or concerts. 400 more convalescent men came
here today, so I cxpect they will be shifting some of us out,

Friday 3 August 1917

This morning we went on parade but owing to the rain we were
diamissed. [t rained hard all day so there was nothing much

doing cxcept pay parade. It is surprising to see the French
noonle.,  There is a lady who brings her cows around about the out-
skivrts of the camp to feed them & there she stops with them all
day rain or shine. Today it was pouring with rain & I saw an old
man out in his garden with no coat on digging potatoes.

Saturday 4 August 1917

This morning rain but this afternoon it cleared up a little but
thoere was no parade today. We were supposed to be paid at
10.30am but the pay master did not arrive until 5.30pm so we were
waiting about all day. We were payed 20 Franks. They allow 10
per ceont leave Sat & Sunday [rom 2pm - Y9pm. I put in for leave
tornight for tomorrow afterncon I have not been free for 7 weeks
50 1 am rather hoplng to get leave.

Sureddas 5o Masmuast 1917

Yoday the weather looks a little more settled this morning we had
chnuren sorvice in the red cross hut. The service went off
particulariy well., We had some qood old Hymns & the singing wont
ol T good. My lecave pass was granted for this afternoon, 1 left
For Boulogne at 2pm & arrived back in camp at 8.30pm I had walked
; 105 to where the tram cars come to & then had a 4 mile ride
Lnfo Boulogne. Their soilders & sailors of many nationalities in
ti: town. A number of German soilders arrived in Boulogne while
I wnsg there also a large number of Tommies from England.

mi

Monday 6 Auygust 1917

The weather has cleared up & the mud is drying up fast. This
morning 500 men from here were sont to another convalescent camp.
Thoere 1s only two of us laft in our tent so things arce very

JuLoh.

Tucsday 7 August 1917

T?inbmorning wo had recruits drill) such as saluting big numbers &
“nraing by nuembers ote. It was practically the same as we learnt
the first Tortnight we were in camp at Prentham. This aflternoon

woonnd phyiascal drill. This morning after parade we hoad A



Tuesday 7 August 1917

Medical inspection & the Doctor said he did not like the look of
my arm & said T will have it have it x-ray again & perhaps have
to go under an operation & have the piece of shrapnel taken out
that is still in there. After seeing the Doctor I was taken
helora the Major & he marked my papers Temporary Base.

dednosday B o hagust 1917

This morning I was told to parade with all my belongings as I was
going to be shifted to Base Letails ahout 300 arrived at the con
camp this morning & we were taken away in the same cars. We had
aovery nice ride, a distance of 8 miles & arrived here at Base
Letail camp at llam. The camp is situated on the outskirts of
Boulogne, so it is rather lively compared to the place we have
Just come from. We are not allowed down town without a pass and
they are hard to get for only 5 per cent a night is allowed on
loave. This evening an order came out that all Colonials who
wantcd to pay could parade & be marched down town to our pay
offices to got payed and marched back. We marched down but broke
off 1n town and spent the evening there & came back as we 1iked.

Thursday 9 aAugust 1917

tis morning all wo new comoers were paraded by ourselves at 7am &
LO our surprise we were marched to another camp & put on fatigue
all day cleaning out the water ditches around tents. It was
quite a surprise for me for T thought I have been sent to this
camp to go before a Medical Board to see if my arm had to be
apovated on,

Priday 10 August 1917

[ have somchow got a day behind so I will have to skip Friday.

Satuarday 11 August 1917

Ihis morning I decided T would net go on Fatigue so 1 paraded
sick to let the doctor sec my arm, & he marked me No 3 Canadian
Fospital which is close along side No 13 camp. I came here this
morning & got signed up again, had a bath & got into blue
aoanital clothes once again., It is a lovely building where I am
& looks as though it has been a Theatre. I am guaranteed up in
the dreas cirvele, so T am well up in the air. There is a convoy
“umst arrived & most of the cases are gas. Two wounded boys in
N1 oward have their mothers to see thom & I think most of us aro
cnveying those boys.

Samday 12 August 1917

e tve had a overy guiet day here today.  This morning 1 have had
wroarmo oo racd, 1o layed myv oarm on the table, a glasgs plate was nuk



Sunday 12 August 1917

over my arm & the thing set going I could see the plece of
shrapnel in my arm guite plainly. This evening we had a very
nice service in a red cross hut. There were 15 nurses present soO
thorn was quite a choir of ladies voices. Our daily routine here
is revalley at 6am, breakfast at 7am, dinner llam, tea 4pm,
supper 7om & lights out at 9pm.

Monday 13 August 1917

'his morning I went under the operation & had the piece of
shrapnrl taken out. T had gas, it was a quecr sensation going
off & coming avound again. Lt was 2 hours before I came to
again, When I found myself lying in my bed back in my ward again.
My arm has boen very painful & T have felt a little sick, but
this evening I was able to walk upstairs to my old bed.

Tucrsday 14 August 1917

Today A lot of the boys have gone to Fngland, all that went away
wore strotcher cases. Tt has been showering today.

wWrdnesday 15 August 1917

Today rather cloudy & boistrous. A number of our boys were sent

out todav, some going to other hospitals & some going to convalescent
camps. It is very guiet here tonight, for there is only about 12

of us patients left. ‘Tonight a band gave a concert in the red

cross hut. The concert was very good, the only trouble was the
building was not large enough to accommodate all. There were a
numbor ol Fronch civilans nresont.

Tharsday 16 Aug 1917

Today has been rather quiet, there has been no fresh patients in.
The phoncograph gets a rough time, some of us always have it
qoing. Tt is aboubt the only thing we have to amusc ourselves
with. Today a number of good fresh records have been brought in,
40 wo have beoon busy playing them over. This afternoon we were
given a small bag from the Canadian gift [und; each contains a
book, writing pad & envelopes, pencil, cigarcttes & chocolate.

Friday 17 fag 1917

Today o large number of wounded [rom Ypreos arrived here so this
ward is full up again. They all seem very tired & pleased to gect
into a nice bod.  Ponight after lights out we had a good feod of
rears.  There is a pear treoe just outside of a window, wo could
not reach them from the window or from the ground. We got a
crueih & leanod out tho window & knocked them down.



Saturday 18 Aug 1917

Today a good many of this ward were sent to England so it is half
cmpty again.

Surday 19 Aug 1917

Toore has bonon two churaeh scrvices in the red cross hut today,
eno this morning & one this evenirg. This evening after church
three of us broke bounds. We climbed over the stone wall & went
for a walk, one gets tired of being shut up in one piece of
ground for so long.

Monday 20 Aug 1917

Today has been rather quiet. This afternoon an officer came
around with a block which had the name of missing soilders from a
certain date & he showed us the names of the missing & ask us if
we knew any of them or could give any information. This morning
I had two stiches taken out of my arm.

Tuaesday 21 pug 1917

Today they had a general clearing out of the ward & I was one to
¢co to convalscent camp I had to get into Khaki again. I am now
in No 7 con camp again. The same camp as I came when discharged
from hospital before. When we arrived here we were paraded
belore the Doctor to see what drill we were [it for. I have been
marxed no phyiscal drill & route marches only.

vodnesday 22 August 1917

Today [ dodged all parades there did not happen to be a roll call
w0 I got off all right. Amoungst the new chaps that came into
camp from hospitals, were two Portugese, they scem quite lost
amongst us for they cannot speak English, so it is rather akward
for them,

Thursday 23 Aug 1917

There was no parade this morning on account of heavy rain. There
was a heavy thunderstorm last night & the lightning was very
strong.  This afteornoon we were taken for a route march headed by
aur band, before we had gone far we had a fair crowd of them
following along.

Priday 24 Aug 1917

This morning woe had a little drill & went for a route march.
This aftoernoon T dodged parade. There was a good concert
tonight.  There is only 5 per cent leave granted during the week

o D 8 00 v Am o Gakne sy 5 Qpndayas 10 ner cont 1atwo

i granted rom Zpm to Y9pm. I have put in for a pass to Boulogne



Friday 24 Aug 1917

for tomorrow alftoernoon.,

Saturday 25 Aug 1917

This morning we had a little squad drill & then went for a short
route march. There were four Portugese on squad drill this
rorning & it was very funny to watch them. 1 got a pass this
atternoon & wont to Boulogne & had a very good time. I went to
the Canadian Hospital that T was in & saw some of the boys.

Sunday 26 fhag 1917

Today has been showery. This morning voluntary services were
held in the dining halls. The wet weather is playing up with the
Crops. Some crops are going black they have been cut & stook for
50 long.

donday 27 Aug 1917

Today a very wet boistercus day & therc has not been any parade.

Tuecsday 28 hug 1917
t rained & blew very hard last night & has been blowing a gale
111 day. It has made a mess of this camp, a few marguees have
wwen blown down, others are torn into ribbions. Our tent started
LO g0 but we managed to peg it down & kcep it from blowing down.
Tho weathor dons not leok life changing yet it is still blowing

v rairning. The electric wires aroc broken about so we cannot have
any lights now. We have been thinking what a rough time the boys
in the trenches will be having, it is bad enough here. There is
plenty of money flying about for the Tommies have been payed.
Tacy were only paved 10 Prancs but they were very glad to get it
ror some had not had any pay for about 6 weeks, so there very fow

T

of them who had any monoy left.
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Wadnosday 29 Aug 1917

Uwinag to the rain & wind therc was no parade today. It was pay
day for us N.Z'crs & Australians today. This evening they called
for volunteors to go to 7 con camp Ecault. So I put my name in
to go, for Heault is not a bad place. This afternoon I got a
nleasant surprise whon the mail came, there was 28 letters for
me. It took me all afternoon to read them, It was lovely to
N7ar some nows.

rarsday 30 nzag 1917

i morning about 150 of us lined up with all our belongings to
Peave for mo 7 ocon camp,  The cars were waiting for us so



Thursday 30 Aug 1917

wa did the trip in style. We arrived here at 9am and were told
of f into different companics. This afternoon I was put on
Patique carrying blankets. The weather is a little calmer now,
but it is showery.

friday 31 Aug 1917

This morning we had phyiscal drill. fThis afternoon 1 it came on
to rain so we had no parade. This cvening I played in a hockey
match & we lost by one goal. It is the hardest work I have done
for some time & I guess I will be stuff tomorrow.

Saturday 1 September 1917

This morning we had the usual parade, but there was no parade in

the aftrornoon owing to the rain. This evening there was a
concert in the red cross hut. Tt only seats 100 at once so they
docided Lo have 1t over twice. The [irst lot came out & we

socond lot started to go in, some of them started pushing & just
tiion the major came along & saw them. lle made them stop the
concert so we had toe bhe dissapointed.

Sunday Z2nd Bept 1917

This morning we had church service, This afternoon my name was
called out for evacuation, there was about 150 of us left for
Foulogre ratlway station, at 3.30pm in motor cars. We then got
aboard a red cross train that was waiting for us & set off at
Gpm.  We passed through some lovely country & saw some very _
protty scenery, but we could not get the full benefit of the trip
an wo were travelling at night. We arrived at Trouville at
%.30am & those who could not walk were taken to a now con camp in
cars, but the majority had to walk. I felt lazy so I fell out
with thosce that could not walk, After a two mile ride we arrived
hore at no 13 con camp had breakfast, were put into different
Cov. & did not do anything for the rest of the day.

Monday 3 Sept 1917

There are verv few tents here, there are mostly huts, they are

much mors cormftable than the tents. This camp is situated on
ton of o hill so we have a good vicew of the sea & surrounding
districts. It is the prettiest place I have scen in France yect.

Thoy bave English girls driving the ambulance cars about here.

Tuesday 4 Sept 1917

This morning we had a phyiscal drill & this afternoon a Medical
inspection.  This is a new camp & not finished yet. It is quite
nobusy place, buildings going up in all directions. There is a
namber of civilans From Tngland working about heore. There are
nienty of Gormans about here for there 1s a Prisoncr of War Camp



Tucsday 4 Sopt 1917

alonside of this camp, & they have them working here doing all
kinds of work. There is now about 5,000 men here in this camp
but when 1t is finished it will hold 20,000 men.

Wodnesday 5 Sept 1917

ovlay we had 1 hour drill this morning & had the rest of the day
nff. 1t is a very easy camp & a real holiday. All the boys say
it is the best place they have been in, in France.

Thursday 6 Sepl 1917

This morning we were marched through the town & down to the beach
wiore we were dismissed [or an hour. Two of us got into conversation
with a French Officer who could speak Fnglish we had quite a long
conversation with him, he told us if we came down again te look
out for him. This evening we went for a walk & a kiddie brought
us ounlt a baskot of vipe pears. The soilders get a good hearing
with the civilans here for this is a new camp & soilders in this
district have not become stale yet. This place is where moneyed
neople come from Paris & Fngland to spend their holidays so most
of the people about here seem to understand English language &
can speak 1t fairly well,

Friday 7 Sept 1917

Wwo had a phyiscal drill as usual. We are having good weather now
so 1 expect things will be busy up at the Front. 01d fritze has
beon cover bombing some of the Convalscent camps.

Satucday 8 Sept 1917

e had rather an exciting day today. For a while this morning &
tLhis ovoning I was on fatiguc washing up at the officers mess.
There was boxing compedition on this afternoon & there was about
160 Fronch civilans here so we kept very busy at the officers
meus Tor Lhe officers brought a good many of the civilans into
aftornoon tea. We payed 10 Francs this morning, in this camp we
"'olonials are payed the same as the Tommies. 1 think we f{ind it
rather hard to have to make 10 Francs last a fortnight.

“unday 9 Sont 1917

This morning there was an open air scrvice. This afternoon my
sustrallian mate & I went on leave to Trouville and had a very
good time.

Monday 10 Sept 1917

Taday there has not boon any parade.  This mering bathes & a
chinnga of clothing



Tuesday 11 Sept 1917

Tiiis morning I was not feceling well so paraded sick, my temperature
wan taken & 1h was neoariy 100 so I was sent here to a temporary
HHospital.,

Notihiing written until...

Saturday 15 Sept 1917

Todny they have had sports here so therce has been a good many
French people about & we have had a number of visitors in to see
s, s 1 guens the tomperatures will be high tenight for these
Irench people are terrors to talk & make a noise.

Nothing written until...

Woednesday 16 Sept 1917

am still sick in my bed my temperature running from 102 to 103.
I have been feeling to bad to bother about anything. Yesterday
the Doctor said as I was not getting any better he is sending me
to a more comfortable hospital in Le Harve,

i

Mharsday 17 Sept 1917

Yostorday afternoon § owas sent here to Le Harve as a  sitting
case & I pever want another trip like it. I was first taken to
1o boat in a car, got on the boat & there was no accomodation
for sick, so T lay down on the floor. It was a short tvip to Le
ifarve, it took about 3/4 hour from the bhoat into an ambulance car
+ a short ride to Hospital here. This place has becen a French

toter]

friday 271 Sept 1917

ig afternoon I was told 1 could get up. I got up but felt as
tiiough T wanted to go back to bed again. :

Saturday 22 sSept 1917

This alternoon a Band of the Royal Marines played to us all the
afternoon. We want something here to cheer us up a little for we
Are shut up here. We are right in the centre of the town & not
illowed outside the place & no matter which way one looks you can
s~ nothing but bulldings.

sunday 23 Sept 1917

This morning | owas warked for convalescent camp. I am far from
FiY vt & am o still feel very weak & misecrable, But It is no usc



Sunday 23 Sept 1917

saying anything. I am sick of this place all ready & will be
glad to get rid of it.

Monday 24 Sept 1917

This afterncon I had to go into Kahaki again. Left the hospital
At dpm & was brought here to a con camp in an ambulance car.
Tiis camp is almost In the town of TLe Harve. Tt is only a small
camp but very nicely laid out & quite home like with its flower
dqaradons. We are quite comfortable here we are cramped in
rarquees & have a hard matress to sleep on & a pillow so one
cannot grumble,

Tucsday 25 Sept 1917

“his morning phyiscal drill for an hour & then we were marched to
4 field to watch a football match on between the Australians &
A1l comers. The match was played about 2 miles from here. The
Australians won by 40 runs.

Wodnesday 26 Sept 1917

Today usual drill. The daily routine here is revalle 6am, Roll
Call 6.30am breakfast 7.30am parade 8.45am to 10am parade 10.45

am to to 12am dinner 12.30 pm parade 1.45pm to 3.30pm tea 4pm
sappoer 6pm lights out 10pm., There is a Y.M.C.A & an Fxpeditionary
Porce Canteon & overy night therc is either pictures or concerts.

Thursday 27 Sept 1917

Uil Parades this afternoon while on route march we passed the
camp where we spont our first two nights in France. The camp is
boing occupied by the Americans and I think is being used as an
Officors Training Camp.

Priday 28 sSept 1917

sual parades today. TLast night there was a concert in aid of

the 3British & French red cross fund in the Grand Theature in the
cown. ALl those who had brought tickets got special passes to go
Lo the concort. I had a pass & went down & spent a very enjoyable
~vening.  After the concert we were formed up & marched back to
the camp, arrived back at 12 o'clock. While forming up outside

ol the theatre we saw the Kahi Girls formed up & marched off.

Satarday 29 Sopt 1917

115 morning parades. This aftcernoon we had half holiday. Today
T hadl o mail of 11 leottoers,



Sunday 30 Sept 1917

‘fhis morning there was Church parades, I went to the Church of
ngland scrvice & we had a very good secrvice. This afternoon
thare was a football match between a French team & a team formed
from this camp. Most of the boys went so things have bheen very
aquiot here. 7The French won their match by 4 goals.

Morday 1 Octobor 1917

Usunl parades this morning. This afternoon the Australians
plaved all comers football. They lost by 4 goals. We were
allowod to go & watch the match.

Tunsday 2 October 1917

This morning we had Sguad drill & a lecture by the Colonel. This
afterncon wrn wore marched down to the sca, & some of us had a

decent swim in the sca. They have bathing sheds & every convenience

Tor batbhing.

Wodnesday 3 Octaober 1917

This morning usual drill, this afternoon a route march. There
arc a good many boys have just come into the camp from different
hospitals.

Thuarsday 4 Oct 1917

Today usual drill., I was to go before the medical board today to
soe 1f I were fit ecncugh to go back to my unit again, but the
modical board has been postponed until Monday. Every man who has
hoan in this camp a fortnight has to go before the doctors, if
thioy think that he is fit, he is sent to his base, where he gets
cyuined, trained & sent back to his unit.

Priday 5 Oct 1917

The fine weather that we have been having for so long has
infortunately broken. Last night there was heavy showers & today
has been a cold showery bolsterous day. We were not able to have
the usual parades, so we had doubling up & down the road. This
evening a lecture on "What part am I truly playing in the war".
It was really good & would not have missed it for anything. The
lecture had just come from the Italian front.

saturday 6 Oct 1917

The weather still very boisterous & has turned quite cold. This
moraing owing to the rain we had only a short route march.



Sunday 7 Oct 1917

Weather still very bad. Church parade this morning Voluntary
sorvices this evoning.

Monday 8 Oct 1917

115 morning a good number of us went befor the Medical Board. I
was marked active so T will be sont to the base any time. Somc
noor chaps who were marked active have only been out of hospital
7 days & are not at all well yct. This afternoon it rained so
there was no parade. This evening there was a very interesting
lecture given by an Australian of the Y.M.C.A. The lecture was
on Britian & her Colonies. Germany & the war.,

Tuesday 9 Oct 1917

it has booen showery today. Our Company has been on fatigue all
day. This covening there was pictures at the Y.M.C.A. A number
who were marked active went to their base today.

wadnesday 10 Oct 1917

lisunl parade today. This evening we who were waiting to go to
our bascs at Etapes were warned to be ready by 7.15pm.

Tharsday 1T Octk 1917

Ve lelt no 4 con depot last night at Ypm & after a fow miles
march arvived at the railway station, where woe centrained. We had
to o goet into cattle trucks & ware packed in like sardines. We
L~Tt about 10pm & after a nights agony arrived at Rouen at 7am.
Wora oparched a short distance to a rest place where we stayed
most of the day & were allowed to roam about a little distance.
The Pronch came about with all sorts of good they were trying to
a1l to us.  We wore camped along side a canel & it was a very
pasy place with the barges going up & down. Rouen is a large
town & to look at much more inviting than Le Harve. At 4pm we
marched to a station & entraned again in old trucks & packed in
very tight. Before we left motor ambulances brought a number of
I[ndian Tancers it was very interesting to sce the way the English
olficoers managed them.

Friciny 12 Oct 1917

i+t the place where we spent the day there wore a number of
KFillirs from South Africa. We left at 6pm last night & after
anotner night of agony arrived at Etapes this morning at 6am &
nfter a good dcal of walting about were brought here & here I am
at the N.7Z basc. No doubt it is not a very cheerful looking
place, it has been raining very hard this afternoon & is very
co1d, Untill todays dinner we had not had anything to cat since
yostoerdays dinner.  The ovening we had to draw blankets from the

H



Friday 12 Oct 1917

storc & go before Colenal Pearless for medical inspection. The
Colonal gave me three days light duty.

Saturday 13 Oct 1917

Today owing to heavy rain there has been very little diong. This
~vening T owont down to Fhtaples town & spent the cvening It is not
a large town, but rather lively as there are so many soilders go
therc to spend the evening. It is grand to get amongst our own
boys again. I have all ready meot quite a number of old friends.
Part of the 27th Reinfs have gone up the line, a fow are here &
the remainder are oxpocted bo arrive any time now.

sunday 14 Ociober 1917

It has boen a lovely day today. I was put on fatigue this
morning so could not go to church parade. I could hear the Band
nlaying the hymns & sounded lovely. This afternoon I got a pass
& W steer & I went to Paris-~Plague a little town on the sea front
about 7 miles from here. The town was crowed with soilders.

Monday 15 Oct 1917

Today I have been on 2.M.0. fatigue. This afternoon we had a
band cart & took the concert parties Band to a hospital a few
niles from here.

Tuesday 16 Oct 1917

Today T was transported from details lines to active lines & had
Lo parade with full pack & rifle. It is the first pack I have
nad on for 33 months. We what transfered today have been given
two days light duty. The late reinforcements keep coming in a
“ow o hundred at a time. They give them a solid time but anyone
wio has been up the line has an easy time.

Woednosday 17 Ockt 1917

Today I had a very easy time. The weather is still very unsettled.
Toniyght thore was a ladies concort party entertained us [or the
ovoning.

Thursday 18 Oct 1917

Thils morning wo had a bath parade & this afternoon the Dentist

did not have time to sce me, so he made my appointment for next
Monday so T will miss the noxt draft for the front.



Friday 19 Oct 1917

This morning the draft for the line was told off & I was not in
it but thoy were short of men so T with a few more were told this
~vening that we would have to go in the morning. This cvening I
wont to Paris Plaqgue.

Saturdny 20 Oct 1917

This morning revalle at 3.30am roll call at 4am. My mate & I had
not got anything ready & we did have a rush to get ready. We
marched ocut of camp at 6.30am to the railway station where we got
into the old trucks again. We passed through Boulogne & arrived
at Havlebrook at Spm. We marched a mile & [inally gol settlod
down in a N.Z. camp. Most of our boys are in the big push at
Ypros but a number has been kept back herce in reserve.

Sunday 21 Oct 1917

Tis morning when looking arocund this camp to my surprise I mct
quite a number of old mates who I thought were in the trenchaos.
This aftecrnoon two of us went to Morbecque a small town about a
mile from here. This cvening we went to Hazlebrook & spent the
cvening.

Sanday 21 Oct 1917

0ld fritze has been over in his planes so the anti-aircraft guns
have boon busy. Today I met an old friend who I thought had becen
killed months ago.

Mondny 22 Oct 1917

vhis morning we went for a long route march it was hard work
afzer having such an casy time for so long. This afternoon we
marched to the parade ground a short distance from here & watched
a football match.

Tuanasday 23 Oct 1917

This morning we marched some distance to bathes to have a bath,
but arriving there we found the Australians had it for the day.
This aftcrncon parade was a washout owing to the rain. There is
plenty of mud here, one had a Job to keep dry we ara sleop%ng on
the ground & it is very damp & cold. This evening us details &
the reinforceoments that are here had orders that we will be
shifting from heve in the morning to go & Jjoin up our Battalians.

Wodnondny 24 Oct 1917

This morning revalle at 5.30am at 7.30am we left for the railway
~tstinn,  Thore afrer a long wait we finally left by train at



Wodnesday 24 Oct 1917

TTam. The officers usually have carriages to travel in but this
worning much to our delight they had to get into the old battle
tracks & share the hard [loor with us. There was some mistake
about wherc we were to stop & we went straight past our destination
& on to within 3 miles of Boulogne.

Tharsday 25 Oct 1917

This morning we [ound ourscelves 3 miles from Boulogne. Nobody
ind any [food & my mate & I had not chanced missing the train we
wnitld not had any food but we heard that there was a Canteen somo
distance away & wont to it & got in a good stock of food. At
Ttam we started on the return journey & finally arrived at
ntington at 3pm. We went to a detail camp & after waiting about
for 2% hours in the wet & cold we sorted out & taken to a

dif fevent Batt. that we had been drafted to. My mate & 1 arrived
Here & are jolning up with 1st Battalion - 12th Nelson Coy.

ridny 26 October 1917

Voday has been wvery wet. This morning two of us were sent here
to 12 Platoon. We billeted at a farm & slept in the sheds.

Coturday 27 Oct 1917

This morning a little drill & route march. This afternoon ;5 day
eii. Today is the first {ine day for some time. Our boys have
just come from Ypres & they have had a rough time, the platoons
are very small & have had heavy casualties. In one Battalion of
000 men that went into the push at Ypres only 96 came out sound.
Som~ of the boys here have been gassed & it has affected their
spocca & a few cannot speak above a whisper.

Sunday 28 Qot 1917

moerning our Battalian had church parade in a field about 3
miles from here, This afternoon T walked about 5 mile to where
o 2nd 12th Nelson are billeted & spent the aflternoon with old
Trionds.,
Monday 29 Oct 1917

This morning our Batt was inspected by General Braithwaite. This
alfternoon we woent for a route march headed by our band.

Tanaday 30 0cr 1917

This morning it rained heavily so there was no parade. This
afraaraen we bl bhatheg & ochanae of undervclothina,



Wednesday 371 Gct 1917

Today we have been on fatigue at the railway station we have been
shifting ammunition from one train to another. Some of the
shells were that heavy that we could hardly 1ift them. We took
cur lunch & had the easiest day we have had.

Thursday 1 November 1917

"his morning we marched some distance and had our Gas Helmets
inspected by the Battalian Gas Officer. This afternoon we
paranded with full packs up & bad a long march. This evening I
tock a job as Batman for an officer so I will miss the morning
HAMS SPET FRYS

Friday 2 Nev 1917

Today parades a washout owing to rain. Most of the boys have
spent all their pay so things have quietonod down.

saturday 3 Wow 1917

This morning parade with full packs up this afternoon half day
ofF. We arc all getting quite settled down herc now & sorry to
leave, it is very quiet here the village is composed of about o
housrs so there is no whore to go in the evenings but still we
are gulte conrtented here for 01d Fritze is leaving us alone. We
have not seon a hun plane since we have been here.

Sunday 4 Nov 14917

This afternoon it was fine, so church parade was held in a field.
T cold is much better so the sincing went off well. This
afternoon Bible Class was held in the Y.M.C.A tent, out of the
Wnola Battalion that are here there was only about a dozen there.
Alber class wo had invitation out to tea, 1 could not go for I
had work to do for my officer.

Monday 5 Nov 1917

Today usaz2l parades for a wonder there were a few hours sunshine.
Toeday my officer told me I did not have to go on paradc so I am
in for an casy time.

Tueaday 6 Nov 1917

This morning it rained heavily. This afternoon we were payed so
things will be lively for a few days. Money does not last some
o thn boys Jong whot with gambling & drinking it soon goes.

"his ovening wo had a Brotherhood mecting in the Y.M.C.A tent.
Some boys came over from the 2nd Battalion, after the mceting
supper was provided, & we had a very pleasant evening. At supper

svory one in turn had to got up & introduce himself.



Wednesday 7 Nov 1917

This morning those who had just joined up in the Coy. had to go
to Divisional Headquarters for gas instruction., After walking
about 5 miles our Officer found out we were not wanted today, SO
we had a long walk for nothing.

Thursday 8 Nov 1917

This morning extended order work this afternoon bath parade.
Things were lively here last night there was no slcep for us
until after midnight. I think it will be a good thing for some
of the boys when they are broXe.

Friday 9 Nov 1917

Today usual training. It has come out in orders that all steel
helmets must be covered with sand bags so it looks as though we
are off to the firing line again.

Saturday 10 Nov 1917

This morning shooting competition this afternoon there was a
football match. The players came home smothered in mud. This
cvening heavy rain is settling in. Today some of the 29th
Reinforcements joined this Company, they seem to be very much
against this sort of life. This afternoon I had mail of 30
letters.

Sunday 11 Nov 1917

This morning there was no church parade owing to rain. All of
the small creeks are flooded & it is a job to get down the road
without getting a wet f[oot.

Monday 12 Nov 1917

Usual parades today. This evening orders have come that we are
moving in the morning at 9am so we arc busy packing up. We are
all so comfortable & scttled down herc that we are all quite
sorry to lecave.

Tucsday 13 Nov 1917

This morning we left at 9am & after a 4 hour march arrived at a
village where we spent the night, we glept in sheds. Today we
had a steep hill to climb over & wo found it very hard. This
evening much to my surprise 1 met an old friend of mine who 1
thought was killed.



Wednesday 14 November 1917

This morning we left the village at 4am & marched to a railway
station got aboard train after riding some distance we got off
again & marched here a distance of 4 miles. We arrived here at
épm tired & hungry. The guns were making a big noises but I think
most of us slept through it.

Thorsday 1% Nov 1917

We have had an casy day today. Most of us are very stiff & sore
today. The guns have been going all day but either bombs or
sholls have landed any where near us.

Priday 16 Nov 1917

This morning at 9am we started cut again & after 4 hours heavy

walking we arrived at our disternation behind the line at Ypres.
The roads are very muddy & there is so much traffic that it keeps

getting block. There is one continual stream of A.S.C wagons,
guns etc passing up & down. The guns they bring down here have
bron damaged & go to the repair shops. There is plenty of mud

here, the whole place is one beg but still men & horses flander
through it. There is a heavy bombardment going on we arc camped
just benhind the guns, it is like fireworks on a very large scale
tonight. The Canadians arce fighting hard for Pachandale they
wont over the top this morning.

Saturday 17 Nov 1917

Last night our Blankets did not arrive until 11pm. We had a good
deal of fun getting through the mud with our blankets. Some are
living in tents, others in huts, & dugouts. The bombardment
continued until this morning, but gquietcned down during the day.
We are so close to the line yet do not know how they are getting
on up therce but we hope the old fritze is getting a rough time.
lle is making a big stand on this sectre, but I think he will soon
have to give it up. We are not doing much here, Jjust a few
fatigues about the camp. I think that we are waiting hecre in
resorve in case we are wanted.

Sunday 18 Nov 1917

Last night but for a few guns firing things was fairly quiet.
This morning we had a little excitement Fritze came over in an
acroplane & brought down one of our observation balloons. Fritze
fired at 1t & scot it ablarze. Tho obscrvers jumped out & came
down in parashoots. OQur anti-aircraft guns gave him a warm time,
but he flew away unharmed. The morning church service was held
cuat in the mud. This evening we had a bible class in the
Chanlains tont.



Monday 19 Nov 1917

Last night the guns kept hammering away all night. Fritze was
putting a few shells over but none of them landed very close to
us, we have been cxpecting him to shell us or drop a few bombs
kerce but so far he has left us alone. We have very little to do
here, we sometimes wonder what we are here for. This evening I
was one picked out to go to a school for training, they are
nicking out so many from each Company. I will have to give up my
job as Officers orderly, but I am nleasced to have the chance of
leaving the job.

Tuesday 20 Nov 1917

This morning those for school left at %am & marched here headed
by our band a distance of 3 miles. This camp is like most other
camps, plenty of mud, but we have huts to live in so we should be
Fairly comfortable. This afternoon we have been on fatigue
digging drains etc. This afternoon our aeroplancs & fritzes had
a good fight not far from herc.

Wednesday 21 Nov 1917

Today was wet so there werc no parades, wc put in the time
cleaning our cgulpment ctc. Everything here has to be up to the
marx boots, all brass & rifles has to be cleaned.

Thursday 22 Nov 1917

This morning we went for a route march, this afternoon we were on
fatigue draining the camp ctc. We were payed this evening so we
will be able to live well for a while. We have not been getting
to go out lately. Therc is boundarics to this camp & we arc not
allewed out without passes. Everything is very guiet now the
bombardment has dicd down, & but for a shot now and again cne
would hardly know there was a war on.

Friday 23 Nov 1917

This morning usual drill this afternoon we went for a route
march. This afternoon [ritze aeroplanes have been over so our
nlanes & anti-aircraft guns have been busy. Our guns fired a
great many shots at the enemy planes but as far as we could see
theoy [low away unharmed. This evening T had a parcel from home
saont on 5th Junc.

Saturday 24 Nov 1917

This morning we were on fatigue shifting old buildings. This

Afternoon we went for bathes. The baths were 3 miles from here,
50 weo had a good walk. There 1s so much traff{ic on these roads
atr times it is a job to get along. We got smothered in mud from

the heavy cars, they throw the mud about so. Last night Fritze
came ovey & Adronpnd n few bombs bt faviimab~ly ha Aid not



Saturday 24 Nov 1917

trouble us. This evening I went to the pictures. Not far from
here the Tommies have a picture show & have pictures every night.

Sunday 25 Nov 1917

This morning there was no church parade so we had to get our
clothas fumigated. This cvening three of us walked to the
village of Reninghelst about a mile from here & went to church.
This cvening T had another parcel from home that was sent for my
bivthday 26th May.

Monday 26 Nev 1917

This morning we started our training. We have had a general
course today, much the same as we went through at Sling camp, we
cven had turning by numbers. There was a concert in the Y.M.C.A
hut this evening. Some of us went to the pictures but they could
not get the Englne to start so we were disappointed.

Tuesday 27 Nov 1917

This morning it was to wet to parade so we spent the morning
fixing up the hut to make it more cormfortable. At dinner time
we got a big shock when an order came out that we first Battalian
wore to be ready to go back to our Batt. at Zpm. At 3.30pm we
loft camp & after 13 hours march arrived at our destination &
woere put into huts very crowed but comfortable.

Wednesday 28 Nov 1917

This morning we went on parade, were lined & told that we were
gqoing in a Battle in a few days. We have to take 500 yards a
strong point held by the Germans which is a very important place.
Our officers tell us that although the enemy has a very strong
nold on this place they think that we will take 1t fairly easily
& without a great loss of life. It appears this place that we
aro after has been taken twice before, once by the Canadians &
once by the Tommies but on both occasions not being able to hold
it, so wo are going to try our luck. We have practising the
stunt today & have been divided up into sections, in a platoon
there arc a machine gun team, 8 men 6 bombers 6 rifle Grepadiers
% rifleman. I am in the rifle Grenadiers.

Thursday 29 Nov 1917

Taday we have been practising the stunt. It is guite interesting
practising i1t but 1 expect the real thing will not be to nice. 1
am on the moping up party close behind the first wave. Our job
is to finish uv any Gormans that may be left after the first wave
passns over.  Tritze has been shelling us with his navel gun last
night he dropped three shells close to our huks.,



Friday 30 Nov 1917

Today usual practising of stunt. Things were more real today we
nad two of our acroplanes practising with us & Fritze landed
(quite a few shells about so it was quiet lively. This evening a
shell landed in a camp but luckily it did not explode.

Saturday 1 Docember1917

We had a little fire last night, the sergents mess caught fire &
was burned down. This morning everybody is gctting ready for the
stunt. This afternoon two of our Platocons left for the firing
line. We aroe about 9 Miles from the front line trenches but we
are goling up a certain distance in cars.

Sunday 2nd December 1917

This morning the remainder got our full fighting kit issued & I
find it not too light. My load besides Web equipment 180 rounds
of ammunition, 6 rifle grendes & 2 bombs & a pick. It is
surprising how happy everyone is for we know that many will never
come out again, We left this afternoon & were taken about 6
miles in cars of course packed like sardines. From the cars to
the front line trench we were shelled a little but had no
casualtics. A fair sizc piece of shrapnel hit my hat & gave my
head a nasty knock. We reached our destination at 6pm, an old
trench that we had to improve a great deal to make it a little
safe. The track that we came up this evening was enough to give
one the creceps what with dead men & horses lying about.

Monday 2 Dec 1917

Last night things wore fairly quict. I had a closo shave, two
machine gun bullets grazed my tin hat. It was fearfully cold
last night we were all shivering all night. We stayed in the
trench until 12 noon & then the fatal moment came our burage
opencd, the shells falling 50 yards in front of our trench &

50 yards every 5 minutes. We no soner got over the top of
our trench than fritze opened out on us with machine guns &
Aritilleoexry, It was hell, the fire was terrific, but we kept
pushing ahecad running from shell hole to shell hole. We finally
nad to dig ourselves in what was left of us. The snipers were
busy & accounted for a lot of our men but the Hun suffered more
heavily than we did. Out of our section of 6, 3 of us reach our
obinctive. Nearly all night we were digging ourselves in & when
we was not digging we had to go on sentry in turns & had to keep
a sharp watch for we expected him to counter attack. It was an
sxciting time but nothing happened. In the advance one of our
bovs rushed ahead & single handed captured a machine gun & crew,
for which our Officers is recommending him for the V.C.

Tucesday 4 Doc 1917

This alternoon Fritzo onened out on us & for a while gave us a

hot time. We have bcen snipering away at  the Huns all day &



Tucsday 4 Dec 1917

have acounted for a number ol huns. The cold last night was
fearful we wore wot above the knees & have no overcoats. This
evoning much to delight we were relieved & went back a few
hundred yards in support trenches.

Wodnesday 5 Dec 1917

Last night we dug ourselves in as best we could hut had no
ovnrcoats to keep us warm, it was an awful night that we spent.

I lay down ~xhausted & am surc had it not been for my mate going
out amongst thce dead & getting some clothing T would have died
from cxposurc. This morning we had a very guict time but at Tpm
Fritze opered out on us & kept it up all afternoon. 1 am sure.
most of us never expected to see the afternoon out. We had gquite
a number of casualties. This evening the Tomies relieved us, we
were thankful to get out of it. We were very thirsty, for we had
very little to drink, the first shell hole we came to was covered
in jce & not very clean but we picked up a piece of ice and made
short work of it. After walking on the duck walks for 2 miles we
reached the road & got on to a ligh railway

Thursday 6 December 1917

which brought us to this camp. We werc put into huts fircs were
going & hot tea ready for us so we were soon happy. No one
nerded rocky last night we were all exhausted & no-one stired
untill ilam this morning. Many of the boys are suffering from
tronch & a number have been sent to hospital today. It is lovely
to be able to get a little comfort again & to be away from the
gquns & bursting shells. Many faces are missing we have sufferecd
heavily our Company have about 50 left, Otago Coy can only muster
30 mon.

Priday 7 bec 1817

Today we went for bathes & done a few fatigues about the camp.

we expectod to be left alone for a few days but no luck, we are
kopt going at odd jobs. This evening just after dark Fritze came
over & bombed us, he dropped 2 bombs about ! chain from our hut &
sent a shower of dirt & iron about but luckily no-one was hit.
The Anti-Aircraft guns got busy & shot the aeroplane down for
which we were very glad.

saturday 8 Dec 19717

Today we have been on Fatigue draining the camp ctc as if we
Haven't been in enough mud & water lately. We have been a very
down hearted lot are cheering up a little now. We are getting
cvtra goed Tood & plenty of it & had three parcels from Lady
Livernool Fund containing goods which we are much appreciating &
Lesides my mabtoe has had two other parcels. Today I had N.Z mail
of 4 lettors.,



Sunday 9 Dec 71917

This morning church parade. This afternoon we are all very down
hearted when we are told to pack up & go back to the trenches.
The road we had to go up is all strewn with smashed up guns,
transport wagons & dead horses & the ground is chewed up with
shells. The smell of dead & the look of distruction is enough to
give one the horrors. Tritze was throwing shells about but we
got in safetly & dug ourselves in about 3 mile behind the front
line we dug all night it was to cold to think about slcep.

Monday 10 Dec 1917

Wi stayed in the trench all day it has been a dull day so Fritze
could not sec our new trench so has not settled us. It is very
cold & wet in the trenches, one is shivering day & night & our
feet get quite dead. Our cooks have come upwith us S0 WC get
stew in the morning & tea at night which we much look forward to.
This place is so churned up, what with shell holes & barbed wire.
When we moving about have to keep to the tracks & Fritze knows
the cxact rangc of them & kcops shelling them. The ration
parties have to pass up & down them, so we are constantly having
casualties. This place where we are has been one of the finest
race courses in the World, but now there is no sign of it. Where
the grandstand was is on a rise & is now Headguarters, there is
deep dugouts all through & quite safe from shells.

Tuesday 11 Dec 1917

Last night at dark we wore all ordered out of the trench with our
gear & dug a new trench, some distance from the other one., We
did not need any telling to dig hard, for shells were bursting
about & machine gun bullets flying so we dug for our lives & were
glad when we got down a little. It was so cold that we kept
doing a little digging all night to keep us warm. It has been
cloudy today so Fritze has not spotted our new trench yet so we
have had a quiet day. I went to Headquarters today to help carry
water & there was a few dead lying in the track.

Wiednesday 12 Dec 1917

Today Pritze spotted our trench & shelled us, he blew the trench
in, in several places but luckily only one man was wounded. We
saw an air fight today & one acroplane camc down 1in flames. Five
Gothers fleow over us evidently they were off on a bombing
excursion. Our trench is filling up with places which makes it
very bad for our feet. We get rum once a day & it 1s the only
thing that kereps us alive. Our officers often have more than
their share & are often very merry, but thank goodness we do not
have to depened on them altogether to lead us, for we have some
aplendid N.C.O's.



Thursday 13 Dec 1917

Last night at dusk we left our support trenches for the front line
& after wandering aboub over very rough ground & through machine
gun bullets we finally arrived there & took over our post;

4 of us were on the bombing post & were the left hand post of

our company. Otago is on our left hand it is some 30 yards

from our post to their first post, so we have to keep a good look
out for Fritze could get in behind us. Our trench is not very
strong & our dugout is just big enough for 2 of us to crawl into.
The trench is not high cnough in places to protect or heads

from bullets & there is often bullets sweeping over top of trenches
Today things have been fairly quiet but he has been putting many
shells behind our line evideont he has been shelling our support
lines & ration partics ctc,

Friday 14 Dec 1917

Last night we had a very cold night, one of our post had to go out
wiring so we were short handed & had more shifts to do. We

take it in turns 1 hour at a time, looking over the top of the
pAarapet & once has to be along side of the sentry. We have rifles
loaded, bayonets fixed & plenty of bombs ready so we will give

old fritze a warm reception if he comes over. Today old fritze
shelled us for a while & our Artillery opened out but some of the
shells were dropping short & one gun was dropping shells about 1
chain in front of our post. In one part of this trench one of

our shells dropped short & killed two sergeant.

Saturday 15 Dec 1917

Last night we had a lively time. Fritze had shifted his machine
gqun posts all night at intervals was putting bullcets into parapet

& over our heads. Today things have been fairly guiet here, but

fne is giving our boys behind us a rough time for we can hear the
sholls continually whizzing overhead. The 3rd Battalian are
relieving us this evening & we are all looking forward to

getting back into huts again for a few days for we have had scarecly
any slecep since coming here.



Saturday 15 Dec 1917

The worst part is we have a very dangerous track out & will be
luck if we all get out safely. Before we came into this sectre
we woere told that it was fairly guiet but the old hands admit
that for just holding the line it is the hotest place they have
ever struck.

Sunday 16 Dec 1917

Last night we were rclieved at bam & our platoon got out safely,
we had all the cooking gear to carry to the dump. The boys that
relicved us had a few casualties getting in, three being killed
another of our platoons had two wounded but otago was relieved in
daylight & the poor beggars they were cut up & had many casualties.
We were a tired & worn out lot that came out & we had to walk all
the way to these huts a distance of 6 miles, we did not march
home but straggled along in groups. Some reached here at 10pm
others kept straggling in all night & the last of our Company
arrived here this morning at 9am. This morning most of us layed
in bed until 1lam & got up for breakfast but got back into bed
again. When the roll was called today 6 of headgquarters men were
missing including the doctor so our chaplain has gone back up the
linc to see if he can find them. :

Monday 17 Dec 1917

They had us out early this morning & we have been on fatigues all
day, tired as we were they cannot seem to lcave us alone. The
reports have come through about the missing men, the chaplain
found most of them killed & some were wounded. Our doctor was
amongst those killed, we are all very sorry to loose him he used
to give us a fair deal when we were cick. We have heard that
last night a shell causcd 50 casualties amongst the Rheunc
Company 4th Brigade. There is one thing for certain if they
don't soon take us back for a spell & reorganise us there will be
none of us left. One platoon in this Coy has only 10 men in 1it.

Tuesday 18 Dec 1917

Today ususal fatigues, my mate & I have bcen on cook house
fatigue all day so we have had a good many nice cups of tea. The
ice about is very thick we are having very heavy frosts, it is
fearfully cold back here. I can't understand how we live at all
in thosc wet trenches.

Wednesday 19 Dec 1917

Today usual fatigues. It is freezing day & night & the mist is
6o thick that onc can not see any more than a few chains. If we
broak the ice it soon freczes over again. We have fires in the
huts but have a job to £ind wood & when we do get it we have to
chop it up with entrenching tools picks or bayonncts. We find
our bavonets more useful for chopping the wood than killing the



Wednesday 19 Dec 1917

hun. The afternoon we had 25 reinforcements join us so we are a
little stronger now.

Thursday 20 Dec 1917

This morning we left our old camp with full packs up & shifted
into huts about a mile nearecr the linc. We had to come up a
plank road & it was a job to get along. We werce slipping &
sliding & falling over. The horses have a worse time than we do,
the cars are the most scrviceable things in this weather. We
have been on fatigue herc today building dirt around the huts.

Friday 21 Dec 1917

Today the boys have been on fatigue. I was sick this morning, so
the Doctor gave me the day off. Fritze is scending a few shells
over, so as we won't forget him I suppose., It has been very cold

x misty today, we haven't seen the sun for a few days now.

Saturday 22 Dec 1917

"his morning much to our surprise the Battalian Parade & we had
phyiscal drill etc s bathes. The bathes are in the town Ypres &
not far from here Fritze has been shelling around the bathes &
last night a shell landed just outside & sent splinters of shecll
right through the bathes & while we were having our bath a shell
landed very close sending dirt & fragments of shell over the
building our bath was cut very short & it wasn't long before we
woere all out of it. This afternoon we left for the trenches at
dusk & had we left for the trenches j hour before we would have
had a hot time for Fritze shelled the road we had to go along for
about a mile. We got most of the way up here without any trouble
but wheon nearing here he started shelling the track, & we had to
tuxke cover for awhile & finally circled around & got passed the
bhursting shells,

Sunday 23 bec 19017

We arc in supports, it was fearfully cold last night & to make 1t
worse Pritze shelled us on & off all night.

Today we have had a fairly quiet time & have nothing much to do
during the day. We do a little every now & then to keep warm,
such as patching up the trenches ect. At night we have to go on
quard or Sentry. There are a few dugouts in the trenches, but
aot enough to accomodate us all. My mate & I lay down in the
tronch togother & try to sleep when off duty but it is so cold
that one can not lay down for long or he would freeze.

Monday 24 Dec 19217

Things woere fairly quict last night & this morning but Fritze
armnad out & shelled us all the afternoon. We had a miscrable



Monday 24 Dec 1917

time, crouched down in the trench expecting every minute that it
would land in the trench. But we were lucky they were bursting
just behind us & in front of us, they sometimes seem to skin the
trench by a few feet. Onc dugout was blown in & one of the boys
got partly buried but no-one hurt, another shell landed in the
trench but luckily did not explode. To make matters worse it
came on to snow. This morning a fatigue party brought some iron
& mateorial to make a dugout, so this morning we have been working
hard to get it finished, so as to have a shelter from the snow &
front. These dugouts or bivies as we call them are built big
anough for four men to squeeze in. They are bullet proof & stop
stray bits of shell, bult a direct hit with a shell would blow
them up.

Tuesday 25 Dec 1917

We finished our bivy last night four of us got on top to throw
some dirt on it. The machine gun bullets were whizzing about but
the job had to be done so we worked away until I paused for a
spnll & put my shovel behind my leg & blast came from a machine
gun a bullet came direct for my leg but the shovel glided it

{worsce luck) & went through my puttie. Christmas Day what a
miserable day we have spent. It has been snowing hard all day &
hblowing a gale. Our platoon have been on fatigue all day so what

with the snow & sleet we are all wet through. We have been
carrying duckboards & sandbags from a dump & Fritze was dropping
shells around the dump so made things very unpleasant. Our Xmas
dinner was a slice of bread & Jjam.

Wednesday 26 Dec 1917

Last night orders came to shift uap the front line so we packed up
% loft at dusk. Dach one of us had to carry a heavy load such as
woodwork to patch up trenches. Ouxr platoon did not go right into
the front line but are in a short support trench. 1t is a very
poor trench & the bivies arc very poor we are cramped up &
haven't enough room to lie down. Our platoon 18 supplying two
patrols of 4 men in each to patrol our companies front during the
night. Last night 1 went out on patrol & we had a little
msxeitment we dressed up in white suits had white covers for our
steel helmets so we could not be seen so well in the snow. We
got inteo ¥No Mans Land & after wandering about for some time
suddenly a hun jumped up not far from us & ran to where they had
A machine gun post then the fun commenced they started snipering

Thursday 27 Dec 1917

at us. We were in a position that we could casily be cut off &
wi saw four huns run around an cld trench as though they were
going to surround us, so we started crawling through the snow
back to our own trenches they were snippering at us one bullet
came very close but we crawled on at last camce to an old trench
lrading into our owan linc so got in safely we reported to our



Thursday 27 Dec 1917

Captain he gave us a good nip of rum & SO we were soon feeling
quite happy. It is a [ull moon now & 1it is murder to scnd a
patrol cut but we have to obey orders. Thursday, this afternoon
Fritze opened his artillery & shelled our trenches we had a hot
time & thought the hun was attacking us our artillery opened up &
stoppoed him the hun got as far as onc of our advancement posts
but thoy drove him back. We all expected a nand to hand fight &
wore all waiting with bombs & rifles & bayonets fixed. This
cvening much to our delight we were told to get ready to move.

Friday 28 Dec 1917

The 4th Brigade relieved us last night but before we left fritze
caught the otago patrol, one was killed another taken prisioner &
an officar got back to our own lines. FPoor fellows we heard the
bombs giong off and our boys singing but wo were unable to help
them. Coming out last night for a wonder we never had a shell
rear us a feow bullets rather closc. We nad an awful trip out,
the dinck walks were like walking on glass & we dare not get off
the track for the ground is full of shell holes & filled up with

snow. Somce had a terrible job to get out & were falling down

overy few yards. We walked for 3 miles & expected to get On the
train but had to walk another 3 miles. We were strung along the
road & reached here exhausted. Today we have had an easy time, a

foot & rifle inspection. A few of the boys feet are so bad that
thay cannot get out of bed. We have a good fire going & are all
comfortable & hoping we will not have to go into the trenches
agaln for awhile.

Saturday 29 December 1917

This morning they had us out early & our company was sent down
tovypros on fatiguc., T run some barbed wire into my hand when up
the line & it has swelled up & got very painfull, the Doctor says
rhat it is poisoned so I have to get it attended to three times a
day. Our company were lucky this time in the linec we only had
rwo casualties other companies suffered 13 Company had 40
casuaitlics.

Sunday 30 Dec 1917

Today we oxpected Church Parade & a quiet day, but no they had us
out carly & sent the Coy away on fatigue. I have had light duty
so stayecd at home & cleaned up the hut cct.

Monday 31 bec 1317

Today fatiques about camp so I got light duty again today. There
is a Y.M.C.A being built here & is now nearly completed. They

wore shorthanded so all we boys that were on light duty were sent
over to assist. 1 spent the day painting & cleaning windows.  To



Monday 31 Dec 1917

show how cold it is I would rub a wet rag over the windows &
before ¥ could dry it, it would be frozen over. Tonight a Tommy
concert party gave a concert in the Y.M.C.A & it was very good.
Fritze was sending over a few bombs but he left us alone.

Tucsday 1st January 1318

Today our battalian had a dinner in the YMCA hut we had 76
turkeys to put away which was no hard task besides vegetable duff
& sauce.

1st & 2nd companys had their meal at midday & we 12th & 13th Coys
had our at 5.30. The Band played while dinner was on & then the
day finished with a concert. It was a very good spread we had
rost of us admit it is the best feed we have had since we left

NZ. I had cleaned up & was looking forward to the coming evening
when at 3pm our sergent came in & said 4 of our platoon had to go
on guard at once. We drew for it & I was one of the unlucky ones

it was very disappointing but still the cooks sent us a fair
share of the Turkey & Duff ect.

Wednesday 2 January 1918

Today on quard we were relieved at 4pm. Last night the camp was
lively many of the boys were celebrating the New Year & kept it
up until late. This morning they had breakfast at 4.30am & went
away up the line on the train before daylight. The town of Ypres
is not far from here & therc arc a good number of troops there,
it is out of range of most of fritzes guns but he has a few long
ranged guns that he keeps shelling it with.



Saturday February 2 1918

l.eave to Fngland started Jan 25th to Feb 8th. Had to gay a time
to write up all details. So just writing down a few of the main
nlaces of interest I went to. Left Calias (France) for Dover Z%am
25/1/18. wWe had a good trip across the channel it only taking us

1, hours to cross. Caught the

Sunday February 3

train for London at llam & arrived at Victoria station London at
12"30. We were a very mixed lot Tommies Canadians Australians &
New Zenlanders. How oxcited wo all wore especially those boys
whos homes were in England. Some where covered 1in mud just as
they had come out,

Monday, Fobruary 4, 1918

the trenches, but to meet the same boys the next day one would
hardly know thcem. The majority of the boys turn out very neatly
drossed, our N.7Z Maories can hold their own with any of the boys
for style. The first day I spent in London with a touring party
Trom our hut we had a conveyance & two

Taesday February 5

norse & a lady guide & had a very pleasant day. We went to the
Tower Bridgn, Westminister Abbey, St Pauls Cathedral, House of
Parliament & Commons & Kings Stables. The next day Sunday I
spent with my Tommie friends people & had a very pleasant day.
That night my mate and I left lor Scotland by the 10pm train

Wodnesday, Februaxry 6, 1918

& arrived in Edinborough at 8am 27th. 1In the afternoon wc hired
4 Taxi & asked the driver to take us to the most interesting
narts of the town. We went to many places of interest & wera
taken to a Dance at night. The next day we took the train out to
the great bridge across the Firth of Fourth River salid to be the
finast bridge in the world. Wed morning loft Edinburgh at 9am
arrived in Glasgow at 10"30am spent the day looking around the
town & went the

Thursday February 7

the barge shipping Docks on the Clyde where the Lugitania was
built. The next day went to Lock Lomond 22 miles out. Returned
to Ldinburgh that cvening spent cvening with friends. Left
Fdinburgh Sat 12pm train arrived in London 10am spent Sunday with
my friends again. Monday loft London 1lam for Swindon (Wilts)
arrived there at 12"30pm found relations alright & had a real

7oyl



Friday, February 8, 1918

time, left for London 7th spent the night there & left London for
Dover 8"30am. Left Dover at S5pm & arrived in Calais 6"30 we were
a down hearted lot it is very nice going on leave but a terror
coming back again to this rough life after the lovely times we
have been having. The French people look so dirty & untidy after
our own clean peoplc. We stayed the night in Calais.

Saturday February ©

This morning we left Calais by train at 12am & arrived in
Poperinge at 4pm & came here to the Reinforcement camp where all
N.7 Tram leave or hospital report to & from there are sent on to
their units. We stayed the night at Reinfs camp & this morning
were all sent to our units.

Sunday February 10 1918

Today when I reached our transport lines to my disgust I found
out that our boys have just gone into the line for 12 days. 1
was told I would have to leave for the line at 2pm but at the
last minute much to my delight was given a job as a runner from
our Battalion Bdqg at transport line to Divisional Hdqg.

Monday February 11

about 3 miles away.

This afternoon a chit came down from line saying sent up every
avilable man so my luck is out this time for I have to leave for
the line tomorrow morning at 2am. This evening I went to our
Cinima & there was a very good program our boys have a very good
show & a real good orcheostra. Today I had a mail of 8 letters &
one parcel.

Tuesday February 12 1918

This morning I was up at 2pm & left for the line on the light
railway which was bringing the rations up, & arrived here in the
front line at 7am. One of our boys has taken my place as
streacher bearer & is going to carry on with the job untill we go
out of the line again, for the time being I am attached

Woednesday, February 13

to a machine gun Scction. We are having wet weather so the
trenches arce in the usual state mud up to our knees. The
Artillery has been very active on both sides but apart from that
things arc not so bad. Thero is 8 of us on our machine gun
during the night 4 are on duty at a time.



Thursday, February 14, 1918

Last night is one of the guietest nights we have had on this

soctre. Fritzes machine guns hardly fired a shot & he did not
pven put up a flare. At night we can hear fritzes transport
wagons & his trains quite distinctly. Today artillery on both

sides very active. It is very miserable here our overcoats are
wot through & it is very cold at night.

triday, Fabruary 15

Last night word came round that Fritze was going to raid us, we
got bombs ammunition & rifles out all recady waited watched &
Tintennd a1l night but heo did not come.

We expected to bo relieved last night but werc not. Today two ol
our boys raided one of fritzes advance posts held by 5 huns the
killed one another would not come so they shot him, & took the
romaining three prisioners.

Saturday, February 16, 1918

Last night we were relieved & had an exciting time getting out,
Pritze put over a good many gas shells, we had to go right
thriugh it so by the time we recached our huts many of us were
feeling very sick. A number have gone away to hospital gassed.
Wwo have had an casy time today.

Sunday, February 17

This morning wo expected church parade but revalle at 5"30 & left
he at 630 to go up the line on fatigue. We were working making
a trench about 3 mile from the front line trenches. It has been
a very bright clear day, things were fairly guiet the pioneers
had a few casualtics.

Monday February 18, 1918

This morning usual fatigue at 6"30 it was a very bright morning &
fritze must have scen the many thousands of men who were working
about, but still he was fairly guiet & did not shell us much.
Since wo have becn working on this setre we have improved it very
much & we can get up to the frent line now not near the danger 1t
used to he.

Tucsday, February 19

This morning usual fatigues at 6¢"30am fritze gasscd a number of
our bovs last night & we passed many of them going out this
morning some were quite blind. The number gassed last night is
supposcd to be about 100. This afternoon close to this camp one
of our aeroplanes caught fire & camec down in Flames both piolcts
beeing kKilled.



Wednesday, February 20, 1918

Today we have been on fatigue at the railway dugouts not far from
our camp. These dugouts are about 40 fecet decp & built to
accomodate over 1000 men. They are fitted up with eletric
lights. Our heavy Artillery are about here & fritze often shells
them but his shells do not effect these deep dugouts at all.

Thursday, Pebruary 21

This morning usual fatigues. This afterncon we shifted camp &
left with full pack up we did come very far & are now settled .
down in another camp for the night. The packs were very heavy in
addition to all of cqguiptment & belongings we had to carry 2
blankets. We were payed tonight so things are lively.

Friday, February 22, 1918

This morning our C.C. inspected us. This afternoon we left with
full packs up & we streacher bearers had to carry our strechers
so after 2 hours march we were glad to get to this camp where we
are staying the night. Tonight some of the 30 Reps joined us up.
Tonight I wont to the pictures & therc was a very good programe.

Saturday, TPebruary 23

Today we did not shift untill 3pm. There was two bands Playlpg
in our camp so things were guite lively. Tonight we arrived in
Ypres at Spm & after waiting in the Ypres square for 1 hour we

entrained & arrived at Caestre about 10pm. After having tea &

bisculits we set out on a 5 mile march & arrived here at 12pm.

Sunday, Feburary 24, 1918

This morning we did not rise untill about 10am. At 2pm we had
church parade in a field, the band playing the hymns. In the
evening we had a voluntary service in the Y.M.C.A. & had a good
cld =ing song. There is a nice town close here where Sir Douglas
Haigs Headquarters are. Many of our boys went up there

Monday, PFebruary 25

today, but it has now been put out of bounds. Today it rained
very heavily so there was no parade we had to have a general
clean up. Tonight we had a debate Town verses Country. It was a
roal good debate & while it lasted was exciting but when put to
the vote Country won easily. Tonight I had a N.Z. mail of 11
letters.,

Tuosday, PFcebruary 26, 1918

This morning our C.C. inspected us with full marching order.



Tuesday, February 26, 71918

This afterncon we marched some distance to bathes & had a bath.
There is an Anrodrome not far from herc, so when we went past
today we saw about 50 aeroplanes out in field where they fly off
from so we see plenty of acroplanes about here. We alsoc saw a
big stack of bombs.

Woednesday, Foburary 27

This morning parade at 8am first of all we went on Company parade
ground & was inspected very closely as number of our boys had
their names taken for not being shone up enough. We then marched
to Battalion parade ground where we had a geood deal ol coremenial
drill & then musketry drill phyiscal drill ect.

Thursday, Februavy 28, 1918

Today usual Battalion parade with full packs up 8am about 20 of
our boy had their names taken for trifling things & had to parade

this cvening full packs for % hours drill. Today we have had
usual smartening up drill. This afternoon after parade we bad a
football match. We are very cormfortable in our billet it 1s a

big improvemecnt on the trenches.

Friday, March 1

This morning it snowed but we paraded as usual. This afternoon
Lthe weather was still dirty so parade was washed out. The people
at this farm are very good to us, they give us free use of a room
with a fire in it, so we are able to do our corresponding in
comfort. Today I brought a pound of butter & it cost 4/74.

Saturday, March 2, 1918

This morning usual parade, it was very cold & drizzllny with rain
all the morning this aftcrncon the company football matches were
nlaved off this afternocon it snowed heavily & was very cold but
thoy played the matches through it all. We were parade & marched
to the football ground but not many stayed to sce the final.

Sunday, March 3

This morning church parade. The service was held in the Y.M.C.A.
tont.  After church parade they gave us the day off but the only
rlace worth going to Canseles a town close to hear is put out of
hounds. 7This evening a voluntary scrvice was held, but the boys
turn out very poorly out of a Batt of men there was only about 20
mon at scrvico.



Monday, March 4, 1918

This morning wo had to turn out extra smart. We were inspected
by General Russel. He inspeccted us very closely & cven made some
of the boys cmpty their packs out to sec if they had everything.
All we streacher bearers were in a section on our own & the Dr
took charge of us. We had a march past the heads. It was very
funny the Dr did not know what orders to give us & then his horse
ran away with him.

Tuesday, March 5

Today usual training. This afternoon we streacher bearers
paraded to the Doctor for a lecture but he was ill so we had the
aftornoon off. It has been very cold today. This evening in
Y,M.C.A. Marque there was a concert.

Wednesday, March 6, 1918

This morning usual parades. This afternoon ond Battalion played
1st Batt football on our parade ground it was a real gocd game &
there was some noise as their was 2 Battalions of men to barrack.
1st Batt won by a few points. This evening we were paid so we
will have a lively time for a few days.

Thursday, March 7

T™his morning usual parade untill 1ilam after a hurried dinner we
marched some distance to where 2nd Batt are billeted, the whole
brigade met thcre & a company out of each Battalion had a cress
country race Otago werc the winners. We then marched to the
football where our Batt team s Otago Batt played off the final.
ist 0.I.B won by 3 points.

Friday, March 8, 1918

This morning at 8"30 our Batt left 5t Marra Chappel full marching
order on a two day march to go to the Moule District to do our
shooting. We arrived at our destination for tonight at 3"30pm
tired & a little footsore. This village where wc are is not very
large but there are plenty of Estuminets here so the boys are
having a lively time tonight.

Saturday, March 9

This morning at 10"30am we started again on the Tong Trail. We
passed through Arques & St Omer & other villages & finally at 4pm
arrived at our destination. ilaulle is a small town. We are
hilleted is shed ect. almost in the town. We are very pleased
v march is over for a few hours with the loads we have to carry

is enough for anyone.



Sunday, March 10, 1918

This morning at 6am we set out for the range a distance of about
2 miles from herc & was shooting untill tpm we the came home &
had the rest of the aftcernoon off. The Summertime started last
night when all clocks had to be put foreward 1 hour. We are
having lovely spring weather now everything is so peaceful out
here it is hard to believe the war is still raging so close.

Monday, March 11

This morning we had it easy dinner 10"30am then marched to tbe
range, had a lecturc on gas & had te go into a gas room wgarlng
osur helmets to test theom, we theon had the afternoon shookbting.

Tuesday, March 12, 1918

Today shooting at range we also had a lecture on gas & had to
march alone & go through rcal gas practising getting our he}mets
on quickly. The gas turned our buttons & brass work ect quite
hlack. Theore are very deep shafts about the range where the
French has been digging for chalk.

Wednesday, March 13

This morning we had a very good lecture on economy & we can all
help to win the war. The position of the British army in 1914 &
the position of Germany 1914 & the position we a both in today.
After the lecture their was a football match. This afternoon
shooting at the range. I struck a good job looking after our
Captain's horsc.

Thursday, March 14, 1918

This morning owing to rain parade was a washout. This afternoon
wn wore practising extended order work.

Friday, March 15

This morning practising advancing in extended order ect. This
afternoon the boys went up to the butts & have been practising an
attack & using live ammunition. They had to wear steel helmets a
few of us did not have them so have had the afternoon. Today a
N.7%. mail arrived I landed 17 letters so have spent a pleasant
afternoon reading them.

Saturday, March 16, 1918

This morning at 8am we starited on the march back & came to the
came billets where we stayed the night coming down. The weather
i grtting quite warm now & it is very hot in the middle of the
day for marching.



Sunday, March 17

We left this morning at 9am had dinner on the way & arrived here
at 4pm. We are back at the same billets as we were in before so
it is quite like getting back home again.

Monday, March 18, 1918

Today we have had an easy time, this morning Kit inspection this
afterncon baths.

Tuesday, March 19

This morning Battalion parade at 7"30am at T10am it came on to
rain so paradc was washod out. This evening a concert followed
by pictures in Y.M.C.A. Marque.

Wednesday, March 20, 1918

"his morning Batt parade. At 9"30am we strecher bearers had to
fall out & go to the Doctors to have lectures on dressing wounds
we also had to practise bandaging ect. it is very intercsting
work & many a mans life may be saved through us knowing just what
o do & how to dross wounds.

Thursday, March 20

Today lectures & bandaging for we streacher bearers. Last night
a very goad Dcbate on Should women compete with men in labour
after the war after debate pictures were shown. The guns have
been going consistently since yesterday & 1t is said that the Hun
has started his big push we are not allowed out of our billets
tonight we have to stand by recady to move off at short notice.

Wo ware payed tonight too.

rriday, March 22, 1918

last night things were exciting we hear all sorts of rumours & at
Jam orders came around to move off but the order was cancelled.
This morning revalle at 5"30am we marched about 23 miles. 2 Qatt
joined us & we spent the day carrying out an attack. Everything
was carried out as though it was a real stunt. Men were told off
vo drop out as wounded & we had to bandage them up & carry sSome
of them on stretcher to imaginary dressing station where the
Doctor inspected our bandaging ect.

Saturday, March 23

Last night at 6"45pm much to our disgust we had to go out & do an
attack with gas helmets on. This morning revalle at 5"30am &
this morning we were practising an attack again. This afternoon
Noattalian snaoria.



Sunday, March 24, 1918

This morning orders came around to pack up & be ready for the
road. This afternoon we left at 2"30pm battle order having our
packs & blankets carried for us. After a 2% hours march we
ontraincd. Before leaving the Y.M.C.A. provided tea & kiscults
orange & cigarettes per man. We have heard great rumours about
the Hun advance & hope it is not true.

Monday, March 25

After about 13 hours in the rain packed like sardines in cattle
Frueks we arrvived at Atlee where we detraincd. We could see by
the look of people that the news wo heard about the 18 mile hun
advance must be true. This evening at 4pm we left Ailee 1in Motor
lorrics leaving our blankets & packs behind. We passed through
Amiens & were continually passing furniture vans many people seem
to be moving.

Tuesday, March 26, 1918

Last night after a lively ride once we got stuck & had to push

the lorrie out. We passed a good many of our calvery who had

hoon in action that day. We got settled down in a village at

11pm & & this morning we left again at 3am the cooks had breakfast
ready but we could not stop for it after marching through lovely
country we rested for dinner at 12am, we could see people

hurrying away with theilr stock & furniture ect. At Tpm we moved
of f & were told we were going straight into action. We werc soon
in the thick off it & took all of our objectives with fairly

light casualties we had 3 killed &

Wednesday, March 27

10 wounded other companies suffered much the same. We are now
ontrenched close to the river Anerc. Today casualties 4 killed 2
woundad. 1st Coy have had about 30 casualties. The artillery
fire here is not much but fritzes snipers are very hot & our

troenches very low. We strecher bearcrs have been hust taking out
wounded collecting personal belonging off our boys who have
fallen to risec no more. This afternoon the huns attacked us but

were repulsed.

Thursday, March 28, 1918

Today the casualtics lighter, the Artillery on both sidces getting
hotter. We are on a ridge across the river Fritze is entrenched
half way down the next ridge so hoth sides are continually
watching for a chance to snipe oneanother so it pays onc to keep
nis head down. Where we arce now 1s where our old front line was
brfore the big Sommie push. There are ploughed fields & growing

crops close around



Priday, March 29

hore & in a small village close by the French people have had to
dessort their homes & have lelt fowls cattle & horses so our
troops who are now in the village are living on fowl ect. Today
one of our Officers one of the heaviest men in our Company was
wounded & we had a torrible job to carry him out. We are almost
starved here water to drink & 12 men to a loaf of bread for 24
hours ration. We have no overcoats or blankets or lecather
waistcoats & having frosty weather & most of the boys have very
poor dugouts so things

sunday, March 30, 1918

are not too good, but we scenl to have checked the hun advance it
ccems to be the first check he has had for 12 miles. Today
fritze has given us two good strafes with his artillery. Today
1st Brigade on our left (Wgton & Auckland Batt u/s) made & pgsh
captured 350 prisoners & 42 machine guns. Heavy rain last night
& today so there is plenty of mud about. Tonight Otago Batt
ralieved us at 9"30pm much to our delight rations today 10 men to

a loaf.

gunday, March 31

last night we arrived here tired & hungry our cooks had a good
feed ready for us. We arc living in small dugouts in an old
trench. There is a village on elther side of us which a week ago
were occupied by French civilans but now all but two or three
have gone leaving much behind to the mercy of troops. We are
having a great time plenty of wine beer cider potatces onions
carrots & fowls ect cct.

Monday, April t, 1918

Amongst other animals left to mercy of us was a nice spot calf
which was soon making stew. _ )
Fritze is continually shelling these villages & this morning he

has becn giving us a lively +ime. Our own Artillery are here to
back up so wc have a little more confidence in holding old fritze
up now. When we arrived here on this sectre there was only about

4 guns Tommie Artillery all the rest had either been captured or
blown out. It was the same with the infantry out of 1000 men 1n
one Batt there was only 63 left.

Tuesday, April 2

Today old fritze has been giving us a very warm time & nearly .
blow us oul with scveral shells but luckily there was no casualties.
Today the French police arrested some of our boys for looting.

N6 doubt we are having a great time herc some of the boys have

not been sober since we came out of the front line. We have been
grotting plenty of potatoes so fried potatoes are the order now.



Wrdnesday, April 3, 1918

Today usual shell fire. A Y.M.C.A. nas been established in the
village but it is rather dangerous in the village for he is
continually shelling it. Today when up at the village 1 noticed
there are still an old couple lady & Gent of civilans sticking to
their homes through it all. The villages about here are gettling
very much knocked about by shellfire & will soon be in

—————————— ruins

Thursday, April 4

Last night we came up here to front 1ine & changed over with

Otago. Therc was a good many pullets [lying about & one blast
from a hun machine gun came amongst us & it was a marvel that no
onc was hit. Today things have been [airly quiet. It has becn

raining heavily all day so the trenches are very muddy & everyone
is wet & miserable
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